


Farewell
ECO Secretary General hosted a farewell dinner

honouring services and support rendered to ECO by
H.E. Ambassador Javanshir Akhundov, the outgoing
Ambassador of Republic of Azerbaijan.
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This issue of the ECO Chronicle
reflects ECO activities and events
in the time of trending and emerg-
ing processes at the regional and
global levels.

At the ECO level, the process of
developing the new so-called
"ECO Vision" started to get shape at
different layers and stages, to be
concluded later this year. At the
global level, seventeen Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) and
post 2015 development agenda as
well as Paris climate agreement
were products of lengthy intergov-
ernmental negotiating processes,
concluded in September and
December 2015 respectively, aim-
ing at ending poverty, fighting

inequality and injustice and tackling challenges emanating from
climate changes. In the meantime, ECO continued interactions
with its existing partners within and outside UN system with a
view to implementing joint activities of regional importance, and
further expanding the ECO outreach. I have also shared some
views on the above trends in detail in pages 48-51.   

The activities and programmes of the ECO in the period above,
which include those within ECO and between ECO and its part-
ners in outside world, have also been partly reported through
media and other ECO publications.

Ambassador Halil Ibrahim Akca
ECO Secretary General
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ECO delegation led by the
ECO Secretary General H.E.

Ambassador Halil Ibrahim Akca paid an official
visit to Baku on 27-29 January 2016. During
the visit Secretary General was received by
H.E. Ilham Aliyev, President of Republic of
Azerbaijan. In his meeting with ECO Secretary
General, President Aliyev highlighted that
Azerbaijan is keen to pursue regional coopera-
tion within ECO framework. 

President also stressed the significance of

economic cooperation, particularly enhance-
ment of intra-regional trade among the
Member States at a time when economic diffi-
culties and crisis affected the world economy
and assured that Republic of Azerbaijan will
continue supporting ECO activities, particularly
those pertaining to trade facilitation and
investment promotion.

Describing Azerbaijan as one of the active
members of ECO with strong sense of owner-
ship, ECO Secretary General presented a
report on ECO ongoing activities including the
ECO reform process and preparation of ECO
Vision 2025.

In his meeting with Azeri Minister of Foreign
Affairs H.E. Mr. Elmar Mammadyarov, the
Secretary General expressed his satisfaction
over the current state of ECO-Azerbaijan
affairs and for active involvement of Republic
of Azerbaijan in various ECO activities. He also
recalled last ECO Summit in 2012 in Baku
which opened new horizons and ambitious
goals for Organization to become more
dynamic and project-oriented regional group-
ing. 

Ambassador Akca also referred to the efforts
to implement projects of interests as well as
the ongoing process of establishment of ECO
Research Center. Minister Mammadyarov high-
lighted the great potential in the fields of
intraregional trade, transport and multimodal
corridors, connectivity and information tech-
nologies, including Trans-Eurasian Information
Super Highway (TASIM) - transnational fiber-
optic line, energy, particularly transmission of
electricity lines and power trade among ECO
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Member States. 
Minister further noted that development of

transport infrastructure will enhance integra-
tion trends and in this regard emphasized the
special importance of Qazvin-Rasht-Astara-
Astara and Baku-Tbilisi-Kars railway routes for
the Region.

In their bilateral discussions, ECO Secretary
General and Azeri Minister of Economy H.E.
Mr. Shahin Mustafayev reviewed the bilateral
cooperation and explored areas of interests for
further involvement of Republic of Azerbaijan,
including in transit and trade facilitation,
investment and export promotion. 

Minister also highlighted the special interest
in North-South and China-Central Asia-Europe
transport corridors and Southern Gas Corridor
(SGC) with three essential components - South
Caucasus Pipeline, Trans-Anatolian Pipeline
(TANAP) and Trans-Adriatic Pipeline (TAP). 

ECO delegation also visited the "Institute for
Scientific Research on Economic Reforms
under the Ministry of Economy of Azerbaijan"
and exchanged views with Dr. Vilayat Valiyev,
Director of the Institute and Editor-in-Chief of
ECO Economic Journal on ways and means for
early operationalization of ECO Research
Center. 
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On October 26, 2015 the ECO
Secretary General, H.E. Mr. Halil

Ibrahim Akca, paid a formal visit to the Department of
Environment (DoE) of the Islamic Republic of Iran and
met with H.E. Dr. Masoumeh Ebtekar, Vice President
of the Islamic Republic of Iran and Head of DoE.

During the Meeting the two sides discussed the envi-
ronmental policies in the context of the sustainable
development of the ECO Region, taking into account
the challenges the Region is facing as well as the global
trends. Secretary General also briefed about the
Organization and its various environmental activities,
including upcoming ECO events, the ongoing projects
and the institutional capacity of ECO in the field of
environment. The Secretary General sought the contin-
ued support of the Islamic Republic of Iran to ECO
environmental activities.

Secretary
General met with
the Iran's Head 

of the
Department of
Environment
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A high
level

ECO delegation headed
by Secretary General H.E.
Ambassador Halil Ibrahim
Akca paid and official visit
to Republic of Tajikistan
from 11 to 13 May 2016
and discussed with the
Tajik authorities the status
of ECO-Tajikistan relations
as well as potential part-
nership frameworks within
the priority areas of ECO. 

The Delegation was
received by H.E. Mr.
Qohir Rasulzoda, Prime
Minister of the Republic of
Tajikistan who welcomed
Secretary General and
other officials of the ECO
Secretariat and stated that
cooperation with ECO is a

priority for his Government and Tajikistan has been tak-
ing necessary measures to further strengthen coopera-
tion in the framework of ECO. He also briefed about
recent infrastructure and energy development projects
in the Country. ECO Secretary General in return
thanked the Prime Minister for receiving ECO delega-
tion and said that Tajikistan is a key member of ECO
participating in all activities. Ambassador Akca further
highlighted the priority areas of ECO, including trade,
connectivity and energy and solicited active support of
Tajikistan. He also briefed the Prime Minister about
ongoing reform process within ECO and informed
about ECO Vision-2025 preparation process. He
underscored the importance of contributions and sub-
missions from Member States during preparation of
new Vision and informed that prior to the ECO

Summit and COM, the
Secretariat is planning to
convene Meeting of ECO
Ministers responsible for
development and plan-
ning to consolidate and
wrap-up all Vision-related
contributions submitted by
concerned stakeholders.

The Secretary General
also met with Minister of
Foreign Affairs of Republic
of Tajikistan, H.E. Mr.
Sirodjidin Aslov who
acknowledged a great
potential for cooperation
among ECO Member
States and informed about
three strategic goals for
sustainable development
of Tajikistan's economy,
including ensuring energy
independence; break in

the communication deadlock and achieving food secu-
rity. Secretary General also highlighted the good level
of relations between Tajikistan and ECO which will be
further increased through further collaboration. During
the Meeting three priority issues were discussed in
more details, namely, ECO Trade Agreement, KTAI
project, and ECO Electricity Market. Minister for
Foreign Affairs also invited ECO Secretariat to partici-
pate in a Symposium on Water for Sustainable
Development to be held in August in Dushanbe. 

ECO delegation also held bilateral talks with
Minister of Economic Development and Trade, H.E.
Mr. Ne'matullo Hikmatullozoda, which were mostly
focused on ECO Trade Agreement (ECOTA). The two
sides expressed their concern about the low level intra-
regional trade among ECO countries. Minister

ECO
Secretary

General paid
an Official

Visit to
Republic of
Tajikistan 
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Hikmatullozoda
mentioned that
removing trade barri-
ers is of vital impor-
tance for ECO
Region and Tajikistan
has developed a
strategy on simplifica-
tion of import and
export regulations.
Ambassador Akca
informed that the
Secretariat has con-
ducted researches on
benefits of preferen-
tial trade within the Region which show substantial
benefits for Tajikistan. Secretary General also raised
other issues of bilateral interests such as Tajikistan's
membership in ECO Trade and Development Bank
and hosting the 4th Investment Forum. Tajik side
assured the ECO delegation that Tajikistan is positively
disposed to these proposals and after comprehensive
study of the issues the Secretariat will be  informed
about the outcome.

In the Meeting with Minister of Transport Mr.
Gandzhalzoda Rahmon Sherali, Secretary General
highlighted that since majority of ECO Member States
are LLDCs, connectivity and communications consti-
tute very important areas of cooperation in the Region.
Minister Gandzhalzoda in return emphasized the need
for railroad connectivity, in particular KTAI project, and
further development of logistic centers in the Region.
He proposed to organize trainings/workshops on 'logis-
tic center development'. Both sides were of the view
that development of transport infrastructure will
enhance integration trends, especially trade turnover,
and in this regard highlighted special importance of
KTAI project. The issue of holding of the ministerial
meeting of the KTAI enroute countries was also dis-
cussed at the
Meeting. Ambassador
Akca further
informed that there
will be ECO
Ministerial Meeting
on Transport where
all transport related
issues including KTAI
Railway corridor will
be comprehensively
discussed.

During the visit to
Tajikistan, the ECO

delegation also met
with the Minister of
Energy and Water
Resources, H.E. Mr.
Usmonzoda
Usmonali Junusali. At
the beginning,
Minister Usmonzoda
provided brief infor-
mation about the
state of play of elec-
tricity supply of the
Country, as well as
the existing electricity
exchange lines and

power transmission lines projects. He reiterated a need
for ECO Region Energy/Electricity Market and stated
that Tajikistan is ready to work with all stakeholders in
this regard. The ECO Secretary General presented an
overview of energy profile of ECO and expressed hope
that Tajikistan will lead the process of establishing ECO
Energy Market. Minister Usmonzoda expressed
Tajikistan's readiness to be actively involved in the
process and to work with all concerned stakeholders
for more energy connectivity within the Region and
beyond.     

On 12th May 2016, on the invitation of the
Government of Republic of Tajikistan the ECO delega-
tion headed by H.E. Mr. Halil Ibrahim Akca, ECO
Secretary General participated in the groundbreaking
ceremony of the Central Asia South Asia Electricity
Transmission and Trade Project, known as CASA-1000,
held near Dushanbe. The CASA-1000 represents land-
mark cooperation among four ECO Member States;
namely, Kyrgyz Republic, Tajikistan, Afghanistan and
Pakistan. The Project is designed to transmit 1,300
MW of electricity from Kyrgyz Republic and Tajikistan
to Afghanistan and Pakistan. Initially, 1,000 MW will be
provided, out of which Afghanistan and Pakistan will

be receiving 300 MW
and 700MW electric-
ity respectively
through a 1,222 kilo-
meter transmission
line. This transmission
system envisages the
creation of Central
Asia-South Asia
Regional Electricity
Market that would
eventually lead to
intra-regional cooper-
ation and integration. 



News in
ECO

The ECO Health Ministerial Meeting was held on
24 May on the sidelines of 69th World Health
Assembly in Geneva, Switzerland. It was attended
by honorable Ministers and high level officials from
the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, Republic of
Azerbaijan, the Islamic Republic of Iran, the
Islamic Republic of Pakistan, Republic of Tajikistan,
Republic of Turkey and Turkmenistan.  A delega-
tion from the ECO Secretariat headed by Secretary
General also attended the Meeting. 

At the beginning of the Meeting, the Chairman
Dr. Seyed Hasan HASHEMI, the Honorable
Minister of Health and Medical Education of the
Islamic Republic of Iran, and ECO Secretary
General, Ambassador Halil Ibrahim Akca, made
opening remarks. In his opening remarks, Secretary
General welcomed the participants and presented
a comprehensive policy picture on ECO state of
affairs and the prospects for the future in the con-
text of the ECO Member States' immediate needs
and concerns as well as the global development
agenda, including SDGs. ECO Secretariat also
briefed the Meeting about the latest situation of

health cooperation in the ECO Region, including
the MDGs achievements.  Ministers and high level
officials of the participating Member States also
made their national statements depicting the cur-
rent national health status and the future prospects
for regional cooperation. 

The Meeting had before it the draft "ECO Plan of
Action on Health Cooperation for 2016-2025". The
draft had been prepared by ECO Secretariat in
cooperation with Ministry of Health and Medical
Education of the Islamic Republic of Iran and cir-
culated among the Member States for their feed-
back. The Meeting discussed the draft and request-
ed the Secretariat to incorporate the feedbacks of
the Member States for further consideration for
approval.

ECO 
Ministers 
of Health 
convened

their meeting
in Geneva
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The 2nd ECO
Consultative

Ministerial Meeting on Environment
was held on 27th May 2016 in
Nairobi, Kenya, on the sidelines of
the 2nd United Nations
Environment Assembly (UNEA2).
High ranking officials  from the
Islamic Republic of  Afghanistan,
Republic of Azerbaijan, the Islamic
Republic of  Iran, Kyrgyz Republic,
the Islamic Republic of Pakistan ,
Republic of Tajikistan and Republic
of Turkey as well as Deputy
Executive Secretary of UNESCAP
participated in the Meeting.

The Meeting was chaired by H.E.
Dr. Ma'soumeh Ebtekar, Vice-
President of the Islamic Republic of
Iran and the Head of Department of
Environment. In her opening
remarks, the Chairperson empha-
sized the importance and timeliness
of this meeting as an opportunity for
ECO Member States to discuss the
common regional strategy on envi-
ronment and climate change as we
entered the post-Paris global climate
architecture. She also touched upon
common environmental challenges
and urged the ECO Member States
to adopt measures to tackle those
challenges in a most coherent and
synergic way via proper implementa-
tion of previously adopted decisions.
While noting enhanced visibility and
expanded outreach of the Secretariat
within global climate community, the
Chairperson called for closer interac-
tions between ECO and relevant
environmental bodies, particularly
UNEP.

ECO Deputy Secretary General Mr.
Alavi Sabzevari also briefed the
Meeting on the state of play in ECO.
He particularly referred to the ongo-
ing preparation of the new ECO
Vision where environment is expect-
ed to be granted a cross sectoral pri-
ority. He considered this Meeting a
timely contribution into the ECO
Vision Process. Deputy Secretary
General also referred to the timeli-
ness of this ECO ministerial consulta-
tions on the sidelines of the UNEA as
an opportunity to enhance ECO`s
visibility and outreach at the interna-
tional level and to align the ECO

agenda with the global trends. 
The Meeting was also briefed by

Mr. Orkhan Zeynalov, ECO Director
for Energy, Minerals and
Environment about the work done
and progress achieved since first
consultative meeting in Nairobi in
2014. Recalling the important deci-
sion by the extraordinary meeting of
ECO Minister of Foreign Affairs in
New York on designating environ-
ment as a cross-sectoral priority of
the Organization, he referred to two
ECO environment ministerial meet-
ings in Istanbul and Safranbolu  as
well as high level ECO coordinating
session on the sidelines of the
COP21 in Paris which together gen-
erated new momentum and driving
forces for ECO environmental profile
in post 2015. He also informed on
recent projects and initiatives aimed
at enhancing regional dialogue on
common issues and challenges,
including in the forestry, biodiversity,
desertification and dust and sand
storms, etc. It was highlighted that
ECO has been granted observer sta-
tus in UNEP, UNCCD, UNCBD and
IPCC, and observership to UNFCCC
is under consideration by the
Convention. Moreover mutually
beneficial cooperation with UNFF,
UNESCAP, UNESCO and UNIDO

has been reinvigorated.  
Heads of delegation of ECO

Member States also delivered state-
ments on the current status of envi-
ronment in their countries and
shared their views on the possible
ways of enhancing regional coopera-
tion on environment. The Meeting
agreed on a set of action points, to
be followed by the Secretariat and
the Member States, which included
among others issues such as the
imperative of streamlining of ECO
environmental profile with SDGs,
including the health and financial
aspects; the need for early finaliza-
tion of the "State of Environment
(SoE) Report"; the need for coherent
and synergic measures to implement
the "Work Plan on Biodiversity in the
ECO Region for 2016-2020"; timely
and effective implementation of the
ECO regional project on combating
desertification and dust and sand
storms; collective work on air pol-
lution and waste management;
continued expansion of ECO rela-
tionship with relevant international
organizations and conventions; and
importance of green economy and
the need for securing green financ-
ing for ECO Region. The Meeting
also decided to convene again on
the sidelines of the next UNEA.
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The 3rd Meeting of Heads of ECO
Trade Promotion Organizations

(TPOs) was held on May 11, 2016 in Ankara,
Republic of Turkey. The Meeting was attended by
representatives from Republic of Azerbaijan, the
Islamic Republic of Iran, Kyrgyz Republic, the Islamic
Republic of Pakistan and Republic of Turkey. The rep-
resentatives of ECO Secretariat and ECO-TDB also
participated in the Meeting. Mr. Hakan KIZARTICI,
Deputy Director General of the Ministry of Economy
of Republic of Turkey inaugurated the Meeting by his
welcoming remarks and inaugural address. He high-
lighted that this meeting constitutes a great opportuni-
ty for the enhancement of economic relations among
Member States. He further emphasized that joint
trade promotion activities help to promote and
strengthen economic partnerships within the Region,
and act as a platform for the development of multilat-
eral trade. At the opening session, Mr. Kanan
NAZAROV, the Deputy Secretary General of ECO
also delivered a statement and expressed his pro-
found gratitude to the Government of Republic of
Turkey for hosting this
meeting and for the
excellent hospitality
extended to partici-
pants. He highlighted
that the intra-regional
trade is far below the
potential the Region
really possesses. He
underscored the sig-
nificance of expan-
sion of trade for
socio-economic uplift
of the Region as
envisaged in the
Treaty of Izmir and
ECO Vision-2015. He
added that trade can
create economies of
scale and efficiencies
which can lead to
value addition and
quality improvement.

In this regard, he mentioned the importance of the
trade promotion tools, innovative marketing, trade
financing and trade facilitation.

He underscored the expansion of membership of
ECO Trade and Development Bank and stated that
new trade promotion measures and early finalization
of the agreements related to visa simplification and
customs cooperation will play key role in achieving
the Organization's objectives. In addition to this, he
mentioned that enhanced role and activities of pri-
vate sector and ECO-CCI in the Region, along with
regular holding of Business Forums, Buyer-Seller
meetings and Trade Fairs will further be beneficial. He
emphasized that there is a need for strengthening and
regular holding of meetings of the ECO Heads of
Trade Promotion Organizations with high-level partic-
ipation for making result-oriented and substantial
contributions towards enhanced and true regional
economic cooperation.

The Heads of the delegation from the Member
States in their remarks underscored the importance of
the "Draft Regional Protocol on Organizing Joint

Trade Promotional
Activities". It was
decided that the ECO
Secretariat would cir-
culate the updated
draft amongst the
Member States so
that they can com-
plete the administra-
tive formalities in
their Capitals.
Discussions on
expansion of mem-
bership of ECO Trade
and Development
Bank and holding of
Trade Fairs, Business
Forum, etc. were
made in the Meeting
and some decisions
were also made. The
next Meeting would
be held in Pakistan.
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to provide training and encouragement to women entrepre-
neurs to play greater role in the Member States. It was
underlined that these events would provide an opportunity
to interact with the entrepreneurs of other countries and to
share the experiences. TOBB of Turkey has offered to host
the events spanned over two days in the end of September
or first week of October 2016 and hospitality package will
be provided for 30-50 women (minimum 3 up to 5 women
entrepreneurs from each Member State). 

The delegation thanked H.E. Secretary General for his sup-
port for active participation and enhanced role of business-
women in ECO trade. 

The ECO Chamber of Commerce and Industry Women
Entrepreneur Council (ECO-CCI-WEC) was established on
24 July 2008 in Karachi in  conformity with the  decision
made in the General Assembly Meeting of the Economic
Cooperation Organization Chamber of Commerce and
Industry.

The Women Entrepreneur Council was created with the
aim to activate and tap the true potential of the Women
Entrepreneurs in the ECO member countries in order to
help increase the intra-regional trade of ECO and to pro-
mote the improvement of the skills of the Women
Entrepreneurs of ECO Region through collaboration at the
intraregional, interregional and international levels.

A delegation of
Women Entrepreneur

Council of the  ECO-Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (ECO-CCI-
WEC) visited the ECO Secretariat on 19
April 2016 and was received by ECO
Secretary General Ambassador Halil
Ibrahim Akca. The delegation, com-
posed of Mrs. Seyedeh Fatemeh
Moghimi from the ECO-CCI Iran
Chapter and Ms. Safak Civici from
ECO-CCI Turkey Chapter, informed the
Secretary General on the activities of
ECO-CCI Women Entrepreneurs
Council, including their forthcoming
events in Kayseri, Turkey which include
"Workshop on Empowerment of
Women Entrepreneurship and
Capabilities of the ECO Region";
"Seminar on Balancing Family Life and
Work or Role Model of Women";
"Exhibitions" where women participants
can display their products; and tours to
women entrepreneurs industries. 

The visiting delegation highlighted
that these events would be held with
the objective to create awareness and

ECO Women
Entrepreneurs Council
visited the ECO Secretariat
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The
ECO

Secretary General H.E.
Ambassador Hilal
Ibrahim Akca attended
the meetings of ECO
Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (ECO-CCI)
hosted by the Union of
Chambers of Industry
and Commodity
Exchanges of Republic of
Turkey (TOBB) in Ankara
on 21-23 December
2015. The Secretary
General addressed the
inaugural and conclud-
ing sessions of six
Specialized Committees,
Executive Committee
and General Assembly
meetings where delega-
tions of seven ECO
Member States headed
by the Presidents/
Representatives of
National Chambers of
Commerce and Industry
actively participated in
the Meetings and delib-
erated to explore the
ways of further cooperation
with the private sector. Six
Sectoral Committees Meetings
on Transportation; Trade
Facilitation; Industry and
Investment; Women Entrepreneurs Council (WEC);
Tourism; and Arbitration as well as Business Rating
Program (BRP) reviewed the progress made during
the last year and decided on the future course of
action. 

The CCI Executive Council Meeting was inaugu-
rated by H.E. Mr. Cevdet Yilmaz, Honourable
Minister of Development of Republic of Turkey on
23 December 2015. He highlighted that ECO
Region is one of the least integrated regions and
intra-regional trade is not comparable with other
regional blocs. He underlined the need for speed-
ing up the preferential trading arrangements on pri-
ority basis with a view to ultimately moving towards
Free Trade Area. He also urged on modernization

of customs offices; stan-
dardization of working
hours of customs
offices; simplification of
processes; as well as
more investments in
physical infrastructure
and human resources
which play  key role in
the growth and devel-
opment of the
economies.

ECO Secretary
General in his statement
underlined that the
intra-regional trade of
8.1% is below the
immense potential of
the ECO Region despite
having strong cultural
ties and commonalities
and existing comple-
mentarities in trade in
the Region. He further
highlighted that promo-
tion of trade, better
connectivity and energy
are the highest priority
areas of the
Organization and
through progress in

these areas ECO objectives
can be achievable. He main-
tained that for early imple-
mentation of ECO Trade
Agreement (ECOTA), the key

initiative of the Organization, more cooperation of
all the stakeholders is imperative. He  also referred
to a set of agreements on trade liberalization;
investment promotion; customs cooperation and
"Customs Offences Databank"; visa facilitation;
transport and other sectors which are in the process
of signing or ratification and need due considera-
tion of the Forum. 

He added that with better understanding and
keeping the long term aims in view, we can devise
an effective strategy and introduce mechanisms for
maximizing trade and economic growth with the
private sector in the lead role. He shared with the
delegates that the "ECO Vision 2025" is being draft-
ed and requested for the ECO-CCI contributions.
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The ECO
Secretary

General H.E. Ambassador Halil
Ibrahim Akca visited the "ECO
Institute of Environmental
Science and Technology"
(ECO-IEST) and the "College
of Environment of Iran" on
February 16, 2016 in Karaj,
Iran. During the visit, the
Secretary General gave a lec-
ture to an audience of facul-
ty members and students of
College of Environment.
Secretary General and his
delegation also had bilateral
consultations with Dr. Fazel,
President of ECO-IEST and
his team on prospects for
future cooperation. 

In his address to the faculty
members and students of
"College of Environment" the
Secretary General emphasized on
the role of ECO Region and its
individual Members in advance-
ment of global post-2015 develop-
ment agenda through institutional
arrangements and regional out-
reach. He underlined that time has
finally come for decision-makers
and concerned stakeholder groups

in ECO Region to shift from a
development paradigm that focus-
es only on the rate of economic
growth to one that will embrace all
aspects of sustainable development
guided by a set of Sustainable

Development Goals (SDGs), result-
ing in shared prosperity, social
progress and environmental sus-
tainability. 

He added that ECO gives specific
priority to the environmental issues
and common regional challenges
and underlined the urgent need
for crafting inclusive, sustainable
and resilient climate agenda for
ECO Region and mobilizing

resources for adaptation and miti-
gation related actions. 

During bilateral discussions with
the ECO-IEST officials, the
Secretary General was briefed by

the President of ECO-IEST, Dr.
Asghar Fazel, on recent activi-
ties of the Institute and the
mandates given by ECO to
ECO-IEST. The two sides
reviewed the implementation
status of ECO projects includ-
ing the "Framework Plan of
Action on Environment
Cooperation and Global
Warming for ECO Member
States (2016-2020)" and the
"Regional Project to Combat
Desertification with a Special
Emphasis on Dust Haze and
Sand Storm in the ECO
Region". 

They also elaborated on
issues of coordination and synergy
within the environmental profile of
the ECO, including the upcoming
ECO Biodiversity Week in Antalya
(1-7 March 2016) and the next
ECO Working Group on
Environment in Islamabad, as well
as other projects of regional impor-
tance.
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The Twenty-Sixth Meeting
of the ECO Regional

Planning Council (RPC) was held on 13-17
December 2015 at the ECO Secretariat in
Tehran. The Meeting, attended by the dele-

gations from all the Member States and
observers as well as ECO specialized agen-
cies, regional institutions and affiliated bod-
ies, was inaugurated by His Excellency Dr.
Seyed Abbas ARAGHCHI, Deputy Foreign
Minister of the Islamic Republic of Iran. In his
inaugural address he warmly welcomed the
distinguished delegates of the ECO Member
States and said that the ECO has achieved
many important milestones in its work for
regional development through common
efforts, building on the Member States' close
cultural ties, shared historical past and joint
plans for the future. During the inaugural ses-
sion, the ECO Secretary General H.E.
Ambassador Halil Ibrahim Akça also present-
ed a comprehensive overview of the main
activities of the Organization during 2015. 

In the first plenary of the Meeting, the
Heads of Delegation of the ECO Member
States and observers made their statements
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outlining their country's policies and views
on the programmes and activities of the
Organization and highlighted the progress
achieved on the implementation of the
decisions taken during the 25th Meeting of
the Regional Planning Council. The partici-
pating delegations were also briefed by the
ECO regional institutions, specialized agen-
cies and affiliated bodies on their activities
and progress achieved since last RPC
Meeting.

The Meeting continued its deliberations in
the eight sectoral committees where  the
ongoing programmes and projects were
thoroughly discussed and the ECO Work
Programme for 2016 were developed.

On the sidelines of the RPC Meeting, a
day-long Brainstorming Session on ECO
Vision 2025 was also held on 15th
December 2015 at Tehran Azadi Hotel. It
was attended by the RPC Heads of
Delegation, Permanent Representatives of
ECO Member States, Heads of ECO institu-
tions and officials from the ECO Secretariat.
The participants shared their views on an
optimal ECO Vision and deliberated on
ECO priority areas for the next ten years.

An extraordinary session of the Council of
Ministers of the Economic Cooperation

Organization (ECO) was held  in New York on 2nd October
2015 on the sidelines of the seventieth session of the United
Nations General Assembly. The Meeting was chaired by H.E.
Mr. Mohammad Javad Zarif, Foreign Minister of the Islamic
Republic of Iran in his capacity as the Chairman of the ECO
Council of Ministers. The Meeting was attended by the Foreign
Ministers/Representatives of the ECO Member States. The ECO
Secretariat was represented by H.E. Ambassador Halil Ibrahim
AKCA, Secretary General of the Organization who briefed the
Council on the recent activities of the Secretariat and progress
made in various fields, inter alia, trade and investment; transport
& communications; agriculture and food security; energy and
environment; and international relations. Secretary General also
presented a draft of ECO Vision for the period of 2016-2025.
The Council appreciated the progress done by the Organization
in various sectors and exchanged views about the on-going and
future projects with potentially regional impact.The Member
States acknowledged the efforts made by the Secretariat to
expand its outreach and visibility via enhanced synergy and
new partnership frameworks with other regional and interna-
tional organizations.

The Meeting also deliberated and gave guidance for the new
ECO Vision for the period of 2016-2025 initiated by the
Secretariat and currently considered by relevant bodies of the
Organization. The new Vision focuses on sectoral priorities of
the Organization capturing key elements from the global post
2015 development agenda in line with recently adopted SDG's.
The Council also exchanged views on the current situation of
the Organization including its financial difficulties and necessary
regulatory, institutional and budgetary reforms needed to make
ECO more efficient and dynamic Organization. 

In their concluding remarks, the Ministers/Representatives
renewed their commitment to promote regional cooperation
among the ECO Member States, as envisioned in the "Treaty of
Izmir" and resolved to play an active role for the realization of
the Organization's aims and objectives in various spheres. The
Ministers/Representatives expressed their gratitude to the Islamic
Republic of Iran, which is the current Chair of the ECO Council
of Ministers, and in particular the Permanent Mission of the
Islamic Republic of Iran to the United Nations and to the
Secretariat for organizing the Meeting in a successful manner. 
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ECO
convened its

Coordinating
Meeting in

Paris

The Regional Training Workshop
on "Measuring the Informal

Sector and the Non-observed Economy for ECO
Member States" was jointly conducted by the
United Nations Statistical Institute for Asia and the
Pacific (SIAP), Statistical Centre of Iran (SCI) and
Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO) from 4

to 7 October 2015 in Tehran. Seven ECO Member
States attended the Workshop.  

In the opening session of the Workshop, Dr.
Rezaee, Head of the Statistical Research and
Training Centre, ECO Deputy Secretary General,
Mr. Ali Ahsan Mangi and Mr. Alick Nyasulu,
course coordinator from the UNSIAP made their
opening statements and highlighted the impacts of
organizing the Workshop on the promotion of
knowledge of the ECO National Statistical Offices
in compilation of National Accounts and macro-
economic aggregates. 

The 4-day Training Workshop was aimed at
enhancing the capacity of participating organiza-
tions to take practical steps in improving their
measurement of the contribution to the economy
by the informal sector and non-observed econo-
my.

It was coordinated by four resource persons from
the United Nations Statistic Division (UNSD), the
United Nations Statistical Institute for Asia and the
Pacific (UNSIAP), the International Labor
Organization (ILO) and National Statistical Office
of Slovakia.

The Workshop covered different topics related

ECO Senior Environment
Officials convened their

Coordinating Meeting on 7th December 2015, on
the sidelines of the 21st UNFCCC Conference of
the Parties in Paris. Delegations from the  Islamic
Republic of  Afghanistan, Republic of Azerbaijan,
the Islamic Republic of  Iran, Republic of
Kazakhstan, the Islamic Republic of Pakistan and
Republic of Tajikistan as well as the representatives
from the ECO Secretariat participated in the
Meeting. 

During the Meeting held under the chairmanship
of Dr. Majid Shafipour from the Islamic Republic of
Iran, participants discussed issues of common inter-
est within the framework of global climate process.
Issues such as the need to address, in a balanced
and equitable manner, all three elements of climate
change (adaptation, mitigation and means of
implementation), with particular emphasis on
adaptation; common trans-boundary and emerging
challenges, like dust haze and sand storms; man-
agement of high carbon terrestrial and coastal
ecosystems; academic cooperation for dissemina-

ECO Regional Training Workshop
on Informal Economy
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to the implementation of the
2008 System of National
Accounts (SNA), recognition of
Informal Sector and Non-
observed Economy and its
impacts on the labour market
and employment as well as on
the production of goods and
services. 

The Workshop also shared the
experiences of participating
counties on the implementation
of the 2008 SNA and their ini-
tiatives for the measurement of
the Informal Sector and the
Non-observed Economy and
provided the opportunity to the
participants for group working
and sharing the ideas for draft-
ing the action plan for improve-
ment of methodologies for cov-
erage of Informal Sector and
Non-observed Economy in their
respective countries. 

tion of knowledge and awareness raising purposes;
and cooperation on the enhanced use of renewable
energies, specially hydropower were among those
agreed by participants as areas for regional coopera-
tion.  The participants also requested the ECO
Secretariat to continue to organize such ECO meet-
ings on the sidelines of major global events, particu-
larly next UNFCCC COPs meetings.

The ECO Coordinating Meeting concluded its
work with common understanding that efforts and
regional dialogue are needed to tackle adverse
impacts of climate change in ECO Region and
agreed to continue cooperation and coordination
within ECO`s environmental dimension for the ben-
efits of all Member States.

With 196 Parties, the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) has near
universal membership and is the parent treaty of the
1997 Kyoto Protocol. The Kyoto Protocol has been
ratified by 192 of the UNFCCC Parties. 

The ultimate objective of both treaties is to stabi-
lize greenhouse gas concentrations in the atmos-

phere at a level that will prevent dangerous human
interference with the climate system.
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ECO Day
was celebrated 

in Tehran
In a ceremony on 30

November 2015, the "ECO
Day 2015" was celebrated with the participa-
tion of the ambassadors and representatives of
the Tehran diplomatic corps as well as authori-
ties from the host country, the Islamic Republic
of Iran. In his remarks to
the high-level audience,
the ECO Secretary
General, H.E. Ambassador
Halil Ibrahim Akca wel-
comed the participants
and highlighted the core
features of the regional
cooperation within ECO
framework in the last 3
decades. He also under-
scored that in the future
ECO will be guided by the
priorities of the Region
while taking into account
the emerging and trending
global agenda. 

H.E. Mr. Mohammad Khazaee, President of
the Organization for Economic and Technical
Assistance of Iran also made his statement at
the Event. He referred to the ECO performance
and achievements and assured the
Organization of the continued support by the

Islamic Republic of Iran.  
The Event marked the

establishment of the
Economic Cooperation
Organization (ECO), creat-
ed by Iran, Turkey and
Pakistan in 1985 and
enlarged to a 10-country
organization in 1992
embracing 7 new mem-
bers, namely, Afghanistan,
Republic of Azerbaijan,
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz
Republic, Tajikistan,
Turkmenistan and
Uzbekistan.
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Cevheroglu, warmly welcomed all delegates to these timely events
and emphasized on the need for adopting a holistic ECO regional
approach in addressing biodiversity matters in the ECO Region. 

He also assured the participants of the Turkey's support to ECO
in facing biodiversity matters at regional and global levels. In the
inaugural session, Mr. Orkhan Zeynalov, ECO Director for Energy,
Minerals and Environment briefed the participants about ECO`s
environmental profile, including biodiversity. 

ECO 5-Year
Biodiversity Work

Plan
The "3rd ECO Experts Group Meeting on Biodiversity"  while

reviewing the state of play of the regional cooperation on biodiver-
sity finalized and approved in principle the "Work Plan on
Biodiversity in ECO Region (2016-2020)" which, inter alia,
addresses issues such as establishing regional Clearing House
Mechanism (CHM); enhancing public awareness and capacity
building on trans-boundary cooperation, nature conservation &
sustainable use of biodiversity; transfer of technology; integrated
reporting system; sustainable pastoralism, rangeland and forest
management; which will also help in achieving the objectives of
the UNCBD and the Inter-Governmental Platform on Biodiversity
and Ecosystem Services (IPBES).

The "ECO Biodiversity
Week" was held in

Antalya from 1-7 March 2016. The Week
consisted of "Workshop for Capacity
Building and Sharing Best Practices on
Biodiversity", "2nd ECO Pre-COP Meeting
of the Convention on Biological Diversity
(CBD)", the "3rd Experts Group Meeting on
Biodiversity" and a field visit to different
biodiversity and ecosystem areas in
Antalya, including coastal nature conserva-
tion and national parks, Beydag National
Park and Chimaira forest point. 

Senior officials and experts from the
Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, Republic
of Azerbaijan, the Islamic Republic of Iran,
Kyrgyz Republic, the Islamic Republic of
Pakistan, Republic of Tajikistan and
Republic of Turkey as well as a delegation
from the Turkish Cypriot State (ECO
observer), and the representatives of the
ECO Secretariat and ECO Institute of
Environmental Science and Technology
(ECO-IEST) attended the Antalya events. 

The representatives of the UNESCO and
Secretariat of the Convention on
International Trade in Endangered Species
of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) also
joined the Meeting through Skype. 

In his inaugural statement, the Deputy
Governor of Antalya, Mr. Halil Serdar
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2nd 
ECO

Pre-COP   
Meeting 
of the 
CBD

The "2nd ECO Pre-COP Meeting of the
Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD)"
was actively participated by the senior
biodiversity officials from ECO Member
States, as well as the representatives of the
UNCBD, ECO Secretariat, and ECO-IEST. 

The Meeting focused on ways and
means to adopt common regional
approaches during COP 13 with particular
emphasis on transboundary challenges. 

The Meeting produced key recommen-
dations on, inter alia, genetic forest diver-
sity in the ECO Region; synthesizing IPBES
thematic assessments across the ECO
Region (land degradation and restoration,
sustainable use of biodiversity and ecosys-
tem services and invasive alien species);
coherent approach in inter-agency coordi-
nation at the national level; integrating
biodiversity and wildlife issues into poten-
tial ECO State of Environment (SoE)
report; introduction of innovative solu-
tions; integration of cross-cutting consider-
ations on biodiversity, sustainable wildlife,
agriculture and forest management; need
for joint projects on managing terrestrial,
coastal and marine ecosystems; revenue
generation through legal hunting; com-
mon regional approaches towards inter-
dicting illegal trade of endangered species;
approaches towards Cartagena and
Nagoya Protocols of UNCBD; coherence
between Strategic Plan on Biodiversity
and Aichi targets and Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs); and coordi-
nated approach within reporting mecha-
nisms at national, regional & global levels. 

The "Second Joint Regional
Training Course on Economic
Modeling for ECO Member
States" was held on 22-26
February 2016 in Bishkek,
Kyrgyz Republic. The Training
Course, themed "Impact Analysis
for Economic Policy", was organ-
ized in collaboration with the
"Institute for Scientific Research
on Economic Reforms (ISRER)"
and "AEEC Research and
Training Centre" of Republic of
Azerbaijan as well as "Training
Centre of the Ministry of
Finance" of Kyrgyz Republic with
the financial support of the Islamic Development Bank
(IDB). Experts/officials from economic ministries, central
banks, and leading research institutes of nine ECO Member
States, namely, Afghanistan, Republic of Azerbaijan, Iran,
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic (Host country), Pakistan,
Tajikistan, Turkey and Uzbekistan participated in the
Training Programme. The ECO Secretariat's delegation head-
ed by Director for Projects, Economic Research and
Statistics (PERS) also participated in the Event. 

The Training Course was inaugurated by the State
Secretary of the Ministry of Finance of Kyrgyz Republic. The
President of the "Institute for Scientific Research on
Economic Reforms (ISRER)" and Mr. Akim Urmantayev,
Director for Projects, Economic Research and Statistics of
the ECO Secretariat also made introductory remarks in the
opening session. Master trainers from Republic of
Azerbaijan conducted the trainings.  

The Training Course was concluded by H.E. Mr. Adylbek
Kassymaliyev, the honorable Minister of Finance of Kyrgyz
Republic who highlighted that it is the first occasion that
nine ECO Member States have taken part in a training activ-
ity held at the Training Centre of the Ministry of Finance of
Kyrgyz Republic and explained the need and usefulness of
such trainings for the ECO Member States, especially the
Central Asian States. 

ECO Joint Regional 
Training Course
on Economic

Modeling 
in Bishkek
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The "Wrap-up
Meeting /

Workshop on the ECO/IDB
Feasibility Study on
Implementation of Customs
related provisions of TTFA and
Preparation of Regional
Programme for Modernization of
Border Crossing Points" was held
on 2nd March 2016 at the
premises of the Union of
Chambers and Commodity
Exchanges of Turkey (TOBB) in
Istanbul. 

The Representatives/National
Consultants from nine ECO
Member States and ECO
International Consultant partici-
pated in the Meeting. The repre-
sentatives of Islamic
Development Bank and
International Road Transport
Union as well as the ECO
Secretariat also attended the
Event. 

The Meeting was addressed by
a number of participants, includ-
ing Mr. Ahsan Ali Mangi, the
ECO Deputy Secretary General,
Representative of Turkey (host),
ECO International Consultant,
IDB Representative and IRU rep-
resentative.

The Meeting further continued
its agenda with looking into the
questionnaires completed by the
National Consultants with a view
to finalizing them as a major
component of the final report to
be provided by the International
Consultant for the consideration
and decision of the next meeting
of the ECO Customs Transit
Committee of the TTCC.

The Meeting also considered
and discussed in details the
National Transit Procedures in
the ECO Member States with the
inputs provided by the National

Consultants, as well as analysis
made by the International
Consultant. 

On 3rd March 2016, a field
visit to Kapikule border crossing
point (between Bulgaria and
Turkey) was organized for the
participants. Kapikule border
crossing point has been set as a
model under the Project. 

The participants were wel-
comed by high officials from
Turkey at the Kapikule border
where the details of operations
at the border were fully illustrat-
ed for the participants.

Wrap up 
Meeting on

the ECO/IDB
Customs 
Project in 
Turkey
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The 4th
Meeting of the

Permanent Steering Committee on
Economic Research was jointly
organized by the ECO Secretariat
and the Ministry of Development of
the Republic of Turkey on 3rd
December 2015 in Ankara. The
Meeting was attended by the repre-
sentatives of seven Member States,
namely, Afghanistan, Republic of
Azerbaijan, Iran, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz
Republic, Pakistan and Turkey
(host). The delegation of the ECO
Secretariat was headed by the
Deputy Secretary General Mr.
Ahsan Ali Mangi. 

The Meeting was inaugurated by
Dr. Ahmet Sabri Eroglu from

Ministry of Development of
Republic of Turkey. While highlight-
ing the main points for economic
development, he noted that the
Meeting would provide the ground
for ECO Member States to initiate
and implement the projects and
proposals for maintaining the sus-
tainable economic growth in the
ECO countries. In his statement, the
ECO Deputy Secretary General also
highlighted that the Meeting would
play a very important role in further
strengthening mutual cooperation
in the field of economic research of
the Region and underlined that this
forum would also provide vital
input for the ECO Vision 2025 and
would give insights and set agenda

for the coming years for economic
research, policy and strategy of
ECO Region in light of recent
changes in the global developmen-
tal agenda through newly adopted
"Sustainable Development Goals"
(SDGs) as well as new Paris
Agreement negotiated under
UNFCCC COP21. 

The Meeting discussed a range of
topics, activities and areas such as
implementation of the ECO Joint
Economic Research Programme
and new proposals for regional
projects; review of structure and
content of ECO Annual Economic
Report (AER); follow up to ECO
capacity building on economic
research; and the 3rd Forum of
ECO Economic Think Tanks in
2016.

After deliberations, the Steering
Committee decided on the topics
to be chosen as themes for future
research. The Meeting also
reviewed ECO Plan of Action on
Economic Research, the Work Plan
for 2016 as well as early functioning
of the ECO Research Centre in
Baku (ERC) and also emphasized on
early completion of Roster of ECO
Leading Economic Research
Institutions (ECO Economic Think
Tanks) and its utilization in the pri-
ority areas.

ECO 
Steering
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The 7th Meeting of ECO Transit
Transport Coordination Council

(TTCC) was held in Ankara on 12th November
2015. Delegations from nine ECO Member States as
well as the representatives of the ECO Secretariat,
International Road Transport Union (IRU),
International Transport Companies Associations
(ITCA) and the Union of Chambers and Commodity
Exchange of Turkey (TOBB) participated in the
Meeting. 

The Meeting took concrete decisions and agreed
on a number of measures for effective implementa-
tion of TTFA, including approval of the Work
Programme of the TTFA Fund and preparation of a
regional programme for implementation of customs
provisions of the TTFA and the way forward;
approval of the revised ECO Rail and Road Transit
Routes Maps which shall remain valid for the next
three years; and ways to promote accession to the
relevant international conventions. The Meeting also
considered at length and approved the Reports of
the Auxiliary Bodies of TTCC including 6th Meeting
of the Railway Committee (Tehran, May 2015), 4th
Meeting of Customs Transit Committee (Kabul,
August 2015), 6th Meeting of Insurance Committee
(Istanbul, September 2014) and 7th Meeting of Road
Committee (Ankara, November 2015).

The 7th Meeting of the Road
Committee of the ECO Transit

Transport Coordination Council (TTCC) was held in
Ankara on 11th November 2015 with the participation
of delegations from nine ECO Member States, namely,
Afghanistan, Republic of Azerbaijan, Iran, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyz Republic, Pakistan, Tajikistan, Turkey and
Turkmenistan. The representatives of the ECO
Secretariat as well as delegations from International
Road Transport Union (IRU), International Transport
Companies Associations (ITCA) and the Union of
Chambers and Commodity Exchange of Turkey (TOBB)
also attended the Meeting. 

The Meeting considered various subjects related to
implementation of the road related provisions of the
TTFA, including exemption of traffic-in-transit by motor
vehicles from customs duties, taxes and other levies and
charges; issuance of annual multiple entry and transit
visa for drivers and transport operators; issuance of road
permit without any quotas/limitation; implementation of
technical requirements for vehicles; mutual recognition
of driving licenses and certificates of road worthiness of
vehicles; review of progress on ITI and KTAI Road
Corridors; and consideration of recommendations of
the Regional Workshop on ADR. The Meeting also
adopted the revised ECO Road Transit Routes Map and
mandated its publication. The new map will remain
valid for the next three years.

7th Meeting of 
the Road Committee 

of TTCC
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The "Final Regional Workshop
on the Project of Seed Sector

Development in the ECO Region" was organized by
the "FAO Sub-regional Office for Central Asia"
(FAO/SEC) in cooperation with the "ECO Seed
Association" (ECOSA) on November 4-6, 2015 in
Antalya, Turkey. Delegations from Republic of
Azerbaijan, Republic of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz
Republic, the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, Republic
of Tajikistan, Republic of Turkey and Uzbekistan as
well as representatives of ECO Secretariat, FAO-SEC
and FAO participated in the said Workshop.

During the Workshop, the status of the seed poli-
cy documents was discussed for finalization of the
ECO Regional Seed Strategy. A possible regional
seed agreement among ECO Member States was
also discussed and recommended by the Workshop
for further consideration by the Member States.
During the Workshop, representatives of FAO-SEC
briefed the participants on the objectives, frame-
work and components of the project on Seed
Sector Development in the Countries of the ECO.
The representatives of Member States also present-
ed information on the status of seed sector and
seed policy in their countries.

Antalya hosted 
the ECO

"Final  Regional
Seed

Workshop" The "1st ECO Workshop on
Management of Technology Parks

and Commercialization" was held on 4-6 October
2015 in Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran. The
Workshop was organized by the Pardis Technology
Park (PTP) in cooperation with the ECO Secretariat.
The representatives from Republic of Azerbaijan,
the Islamic Republic of Iran (host) and Kyrgyz
Republic, as well as ECO Secretariat delegation
participated in the Workshop. The Workshop was
inaugurated by Mr. Mahdi Saffaarinia, President of
Pardis Technology Park and Mr. Hayari Maraslioglu,
Deputy Secretary General of the ECO.

During the Workshop Iranian instructors, namely,
Professor Darius Mahjoubi, Mr. Mohammad Reza
Nazari, Mr. Mostafa Naghipourfar, Mr. Javad
Hosseini and Mr. Hossein Dabbaghian delivered
presentations on the challenges and opportunities
of entrepreneurship in developing countries, as
well as on the entrepreneurship & enterprise devel-
opment and financial aspects of commercialization.
The participants from Republic of Azerbaijan and
Kyrgyz Republic also delivered their country reports
and presentations on policies with regard to sci-
ence and technology and techno-parks in their
countries.  Participants also attended a technical
visit arranged by the host organization to the Nano
Exhibition in Tehran.
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The 1st
Meeting of the

ECO Geomatics Committee, host-
ed by the National Cartographic
Center of Iran, was held in Tehran
on 20-21 October 2015. The
Meeting was attended by represen-
tatives from Republic of Azerbaijan,
Iran (host), Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz
Republic, Tajikistan and Turkey.
The ECO Secretariat Delegation
led by Mr. Orkhan Zeynalov,
Director for Energy, Minerals and
Environment (EME) also attended
the Meeting. 

The Meeting reviewed and
approved Terms of Reference
(TOR) of the ECO Geomatics
Committee and appointed Prof. Dr.
Alireza A. Ardalan, Director
General of the National
Cartographic Center of Iran as the
Secretary of the Committee for 2
years. The Meeting also deliberated
on issues of ECO Economic Atlas
and ECO Geomatics Journal and
proposed establishment of 3 work-

ing groups for proper implementa-
tion and follow-up of the key
actions agreed in the Meeting.

The participants also visited the
National Cartographic Center of
Iran (NCC) and became familiar
with the main activities, functions
and the capacities of the NCC,
including the land registry services,
cadastre services, map and atlas
services, archive services, human
resources management and land
registry and cadastre moderniza-
tion projects.

The 2nd meet-
ing of Attorneys /

Prosecutors General of the ECO
Member States was co-hosted by
the Chief Prosecutor's Office of the
Court of Cassation and the Ministry
of Justice of Republic of Turkey on
3-4 November in Antalya. It was
attended by Attorneys/Prosecutors
General and high level officials
from Republic of Azerbaijan, the
Islamic Republic of Iran, Republic
of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic,

the Islamic Republic of Pakistan,
Republic of Tajikistan and Republic
of Turkey (host country). A delega-
tion from Turkish Cypriot State also
attended the Meeting as observer.
A delegation of ECO Secretariat,
headed by the Deputy Secretary
General, also attended the
Meeting. 

The Meeting discussed the possi-
ble ways and means to enhance
regional cooperation in fight
against cross-border crimes. The

Meeting also reviewed the recom-
mendations made at the first meet-
ing of Attorneys/Prosecutors
General in 2012. The Meeting also
adopted the "Antalya Declaration"
where the participants expressed
the resolve of the ECO Member
States to devise effective regional
mechanisms to combat transna-
tional organized crimes, in particu-
lar, cybercrimes and human traf-
ficking and migrant smuggling.
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The
"Regional

Workshop on ADR,
Modernization of Border
Crossing Points and Digital
Tachograph System" was held at
the headquarters of the "Union
of Chambers and Commodity
Exchanges" (TOBB) of Turkey in
Ankara on 10 November 2015.
The delegates from ECO
Member States, namely,
Afghanistan, Republic of
Azerbaijan, Iran, Kyrgyz
Republic, Pakistan, Tajikistan,
Turkey and Turkmenistan as well
as representatives from the ECO
Secretariat, IRU, International
Transport Companies
Associations (ITCA) and TOBB
attended the Workshop.

The ECO International

Consultant on customs transit
under the ECO/IDB Feasibility
Study for implementation of
customs related provisions of
TTFA also attended the
Workshop. 

The Workshop was meant to
familiarize the Member States
with functions and benefits of
the European Agreement con-
cerning the International
Carriage of Dangerous Goods by
Road and the process of Digital
Tachograph System in Turkey. 

The practical experiences of
Turkey concerning moderniza-
tion of border crossing points
were also shared with participat-
ing delegations. 

The Workshop was opened by
Mr. Bülent Suloglu, from
Ministry of Transport, Maritime
Affairs, and Communications of
Republic of Turkey. Mr. Mohsen
Esperi, Director of Transport and

Communications of the ECO
Secretariat also made his
remarks at the inauguration. 

The Workshop comprised a
process of dialogue and
exchange of experiences among
the concerned officials, national
and international resource per-
sons.

A site visit to TOBB Digital
Tachograph Research and
Application Center (STAUM)
and Weight and Dimension
Control Station was also
arranged by the host authorities.

At the said Station, a vehicle
was examined in presence of
participants according to proce-
dure of ADR and the related
vehicle's requirements for carry-
ing dangerous goods. 
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The 2nd
Bilateral Meeting

between the Islamic Republic of
Iran and Republic of Turkey, organ-
ized by the ECO Secretariat and
hosted jointly by the Ministry of
Energy of the Islamic Republic of
Iran, Iran Power Generation,
Transmission and Distribution
Management Company (TAVANIR)
and Iran Grid Management
Company (IGMC) was held on 10-
11 May 2016 in Shiraz, Iran. 

The Meeting was inaugurated by
Mr. Abdolaziz Karimi, Head of Fars
Regional Electricity Company and
Mr. Orkhan Zeynalov, ECO
Director for EME. ECO Director
briefed on the progress achieved so
far since the inception Meeting in
Tehran back in
2013, inter alia,
consultations on hir-
ing local consultants
from Iran and
Turkey under the
supervision of an
international con-
sultant, preparation
of a feasibility study

for harmonizing and merging the
electricity markets with financial
and technical support of relevant
IFIs/donors, ToR for a feasibility
study, and possible allocation of
seed money by Iran, Turkey and
ECO Secretariat. He also under-
scored the need for the synergic
work by concerned stakeholders to
define roadmap for further action
and accelerate the implementation
of the project from current position.

The Meeting reviewed in detail
the capacities and features of elec-
tricity markets of Turkey and Iran,
including policy frameworks, auc-
tion mechanisms, certification,
metering and data exchange, trans-
mission charges, settlement and

clearing, marketing structure, cross
border electricity trade, technical
capacities, services, tariff policies,
price variations, transmission poli-
cies, data sharing, and the role of
public and private sectors. 

The Meeting, while discussing the
way forward and possible roadmap,
recommended to define criteria
and guidelines for hiring the 3 con-
sultants (2 local and one interna-
tional) to prepare Feasibility Study
for establishment of ECO REM. It
was also decided to get approval of
the ECO Council of Permanent
Representatives for funding the
Feasiblity Study from ECO
Feasibility and General Purpose
Fund, with possibility of Iran and
Turkey providing additional seed

funding for hiring
local consultants.
The Meeting
decided that the
3rd Iran-Turkey
Bilateral Meeting
will be held at
the Managers
Level in Turkey
in 2016.
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The 6th ECO Working Group
Meeting on Environment was host-

ed by the Ministry of Climate Change of the Islamic
Republic of Pakistan on 1-2 June 2016 in Islamabad.
The Meeting was attended by the Senior
Environmental Officials from ECO Member States
and observers, as well as UNESCO, ECO-IEST, ECO
Science Foundation and the ECO Secretariat. 

During 2-day extensive deliberations, the Meeting
generated key outcome decisions on, among others,
the Work Plan on Biodiversity in ECO Region (2016-
2020); establishment of Ad- hoc Task Force for "ECO
Regional Adaptation Programme"; implementation
of the key action points agreed by the 2nd ECO
Consultative Meeting in Nairobi; ECO regional poli-
cies on addressing grave impacts of air pollution and
waste management and trans-boundary water
issues; ECO State of Environment (SOE) Report;

6th ECO
Working

Group Meeting 
on Environment 
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SDGs implementation and access to funding from GCF and GEF; capacity
building for the optimal ECO approach to green economy; etc.

The participating delegations also called on H.E. Mr. Zahid Hamid,
Minister for Climate Change of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan who wel-
comed the delegates and appreciated ECO's efforts to stimulate regional
dialogue on environmental concerns. H.E. Minister Hamid also briefed the
visiting ECO delegates in detail about Pakistan's achieved goals, ongoing
and future activities in various areas of environment, including organiza-
tional structure, constitutional amendments being carried out by the
Government of Pakistan in climate change policy, biodiversity conservation
and sustainable forest management at provincial and federal levels, as well
as on actions aimed to increase the current level of 5% forest coverage
ratio in the Country. The honourable Minister called for robust coopera-
tion among ECO Member States and requested the ECO Secretariat to put
efforts in formulating regional policy frameworks for climate resilient path-
ways, with particular emphasis on coping with desertification problem in
ECO Region. He assured the Secretariat and Member States of
Government of Pakistan's full cooperation in environmental domain.

29

The Seminar on "Trade Patterns in
the ECO Region and Accession of

ECO Member States to WTO" was organized by the
ECO Secretariat in collaboration with the Ministry of
Commerce of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan and ECO
Trade & Development Bank (ECOTDB) on May 02-03,
2016 in Islamabad, Pakistan. The representatives of the
Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, the Islamic Republic of
Iran, Kyrgyz Republic, the Islamic Republic of Pakistan,
Republic of Tajikistan, Republic of Turkey, Turkmenistan,
ECO Secretariat, World Trade Organization(WTO) and
ECO Trade and Development Bank  participated in the
Seminar.The resource persons made presentations on
various issues relevant to the Seminar. Each presentation
was followed by discussion including questions and
observations raised by the participants. 

H.E. the Minister of Commerce of Pakistan Mr.
Khurram Dastgir Khan and H.E. the Director General of
the WTO Mr. Roberto Azevêdo attended the morning
session of the first day of the Seminar and addressed
the participants. Both dignitaries, in their statements,
underlined the importance of WTO membership in
increasing the trade of the Member States and assured
provision of full support and technical assistance to
ECO Member States for their accession to WTO.

In the last session, the participants made recommen-
dations for consideration of ECO Member States and
the Secretariat after taking into account the statements,
presentations and the views expressed during the
Seminar. In the closing remarks, H.E. the Secretary of
the Ministry of Commerce of Pakistan, Mr. Azmat Ali
Ranjha, thanked the representatives for their participa-
tion as well as for their recommendations made during
the course of deliberations. He appreciated the ECO
Secretariat and ECO Trade and Development Bank for
their contributions. He also handed out to each partici-
pant the Certificate of Attendance prepared by the host
authorities of Pakistan. 
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ECO Secretary
General H.E.

Ambassador Halil Ibrahim Akca
attended the Fifth Ministerial
Conference of the Heart of Asia-
Istanbul Process on 9 December
2015 in Islamabad. The Foreign
Ministers of China, Iran, India,
Turkey, Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan and
Latvia attended the Ministerial
Conference which was co-
chaired by H.E. Mr. Sartaj Aziz,
Advisor to Prime Minister of
Pakistan on Foreign Affairs, and
H.E. Mr. Salahuddin Rabbani,
Minister of Foreign Affairs of
Afghanistan. Deputy Ministers of
seven countries as well as high
level officials from other countries
and regional and international
organizations also attended the
Conference. 

The Conference, themed as
"Enhanced Cooperation for
Countering Security Threats and
Promoting Connectivity in the
Heart of Asia Region", was jointly

inaugurated by H.E. Mr.
Muhammad Nawaz Sharif, Prime
Minister of the Islamic Republic
of Pakistan and H.E. Mr.
Mohammad Ashraf Ghani,
President of the Islamic Republic
of Afghanistan. In his inaugural
address, honourable Prime
Minister of Pakistan reiterated
Pakistan's firm commitment to
Afghanistan's sovereignty and ter-
ritorial integrity and expressed his
country's full support to enable
an Afghan-led and Afghan-owned
political process. Honourable
President of Afghanistan, in his
inaugural address, recognized
Pakistan's important role for
peace in Afghanistan and empha-
sized the need for closer bilateral
and regional collaboration to
address the security and econom-
ic challenges being faced by
Afghanistan.

In his statement in the
Ministerial Conference, ECO
Secretary General highlighted the
initiatives taken by ECO for

Afghanistan and maintained that
investing in Afghanistan is indis-
pensable to stability, security and
prosperity of Afghanistan. He
added that ECO gives specific
priority to Afghanistan and efforts
in ECO are underway to that
effect, including through connect-
ing Central and South Asia and
China with Europe through
Kyrgyz-Tajikistan-Afghanistan-Iran
(KTAI) corridor and some other
road and railway routes/networks.
He also referred to ECO
Container Train network of
Islamabad-Tehran-Istanbul (ITI)
Route. He alluded that ECO is
also carrying out some projects
under ECO Special Fund for
Reconstruction of Afghanistan.
Ambassador Halil Ibrahim Akca
added that negotiations for cus-
toms facilitation, insurance, visa
and security arrangements of
some of the ECO corridors are
also ongoing with direct and indi-
rect bearing on Afghanistan.
Besides, ECO is assisting acces-

ECO Secretary General
attended the Heart of Asia
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The ECO Secretary General, His Excellency
Ambassador Halil Ibrahim Akca participated in

the high level segment of the 59th Session of Commission on
Narcotic Drugs (CND) held on 14-16 March 2016 in Vienna.
The Meeting was convened to finalize the preparations for the
upcoming United Nations General Assembly Special Session on
World Drug Problem. 

In his statement in the Event, Ambassador Akca highlighted
the efforts of ECO to counter the drug problem as ECO Region
is among the most drug-affected regions in the world. He
underscored the need for more attention to the ECO Region by
the United Nations and international community while formu-
lating drug related policies and programmes. He further added
that any global drug policy needs to be developed in the over-
arching context of "economic development" of the affected
countries and regions which requires, among others, contribu-
tions into the socio-economic development of the affected
countries and regions. 

Ambassador Akca also held bilateral discussions with Mr. Yuri
Fedotov, the Executive Director of UNODC, where both sides
reviewed existing ECO-UNODC cooperation. The ECO
Secretary General and UNODC Executive Director also
exchanged views on possible future cooperation, including for
realization of sustainable development goals and sustainable
alternative livelihood for poppy growing farmers in Afghanistan.
Both sides also expressed their readiness to continue to cooper-
ate closely in their efforts to counter the menace of drugs and
organized crime in the ECO Region.

ECO
CHRONICLE

sion of Afghanistan to the relevant
international conventions which are
instrumental to facilitating transport.
He further added that enhanced par-
ticipation and contribution for imple-
mentation of the Confidence Building
Measures (CBMs) activities would
yield high dividends for the whole
region. He underscored that ECO ini-
tiatives in the fields of infrastructure
and energy aim at strengthening
regional economies through
enhanced connectivity, liberalization
of trade and promotion of invest-
ments and these would have impact
on the lives of the people living in
Afghanistan and the ECO Region as a
whole. 

Heart of Asia-Istanbul Process, a
joint initiative of Afghanistan and
Turkey, started in November 2011 to
provide a platform to discuss regional
security and economic cooperation
among Afghanistan and its neigh-
bours. Fourteen participating coun-
tries, seventeen supporting countries
and twelve regional and international
organizations are part of the process.

ECO Secretary 
General 

addressed the
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ECO Secretary General
Ambassador Halil Ibrahim AKCA

attended the "9th Health Ministerial Meeting of the
Non-Aligned Movement (NAM)" in Geneva and
addressed its opening session. The Meeting was held
on 24 May 2016 in Geneva on the sidelines of the
69th World Health Assembly and chaired by H.E. Dr.
Seyed Hasan HASHEMI, Minister of Health and
Medical Education of the I.R. Iran.

In his addressed to the ministers and high level health
officials of NAM countries, the ECO Secretary General
briefed about the ECO activities and achievements,
including in the area of MDGs health related goals as
well as the regional prospects for SDGs implementa-
tion. He also informed that the  ECO Member States
have since long decided to establish regional arrange-
ments for cooperation to improve health situation in
the countries and the Region as  a whole. He noted
that the Non-aligned Movement, as the principal
framework addressing health agenda in the developing
world can also rely on the capacities of the existing
regional and sub-regional frameworks among its mem-
bership which is in line with the roles of these regional
and sub-regional organizations as defined and pursued
by the United Nations system. In this regard, he
expressed readiness of the ECO Secretariat to engage
in any arrangements for inter-regional cooperation on
health within the developing world. 

The "9th Health Ministerial Meeting of the Non-
Aligned Movement (NAM)" concluded its work by
adopting "NAM Declaration on Transforming our
World: The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development". 

During his visit to Bangkok to
attend the "72nd  annual Session of

the United Nations Economic and Social Commission
for Asia and the Pacific" (ESCAP), the ECO Deputy
Secretary General, Mr. Seyed Jalaledin Alavi Sabzevari
held on 19 May 2016 bilateral meeting with Ms. Feng
Min Kan, the Head of UN Office for Disaster Risk
Reduction (UNISDR) in Asia and the Pacific.  

The ECO Deputy Secretary General briefed the UN
official on the ongoing efforts within ECO to prepare
the regional framework for implementation of the UN
Sendai 2030 Framework on disaster risk reduction in
the ECO Region. He referred to the preparatory
process for the next ECO ministerial meeting on disas-
ter risk reduction to be held later this year in Turkey,
which includes preparation of the draft regional
framework. He invited UNISDR to contribute to this
process, including through participation in the
upcoming expert level meeting in the ECO Secretariat
aimed at finalizing the draft regional framework.  

Ms. Fen in return briefed about the UNISDR current
activities including the preparation for the next Asian
Ministerial Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction to
be held from 2 to 5 November 2016 in New Delhi.
She invited ECO to actively contribute to and partici-
pate in the ministerial meeting. She also invited ECO
Secretariat to attend the ISDR Asia Partnership
Meeting in June 2016 in Bangkok.  She expressed
ISDR readiness to send resource persons to the above
ECO expert level meeting on drafting the regional
framework. 

Two sides agreed to continue exchanges on above
issues.

ECO Secretary
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The 72nd  annual
Session of the United
Nations Economic and
Social Commission for
Asia and the Pacific was
held from 15 to 19 May
2016 in Bangkok. At
the invitation of the
ESCAP, ECO Secretariat
attended the Ministerial
segment of the Event
(17-19 May 2016),
where Heads of
Government, Ministers
and high level officials
from Member States
discussed the theme of
the Session "Science, Technology
and Innovation for Sustainable
Development". ECO Deputy
Secretary General, Mr. Seyed
Jalaledin Alavi Sabzevari, repre-
sented the ECO Secretariat in the
Ministerial Segment and made a
statement.   

The ministerial segment, chaired
by Prime Minister of Tajikistan,
H.E. Mr. Qohir Rasulzoda was
structured in ministerial panels
and dialogue as well as plenary
sessions for policy statements.
Panels addressed issues such as
"Regional Economic Cooperation
and Integration"; "Implementation
of the Sustainable Development
Goals in the Asia-Pacific"; and
"Science, Technology and
Innovation for Sustainable
Development". There were also
several side events addressing
some pressing concerns of the
Asia and the Pacific Region. 

The Meeting concluded its work
by adopting some decisions and

12 resolutions. The resolutions
cover, among other, areas such as
strengthening regional cooperation
for transport connectivity; promot-
ing conservation and sustainable
use of the oceans, seas and
marine resources; combating sand
and dust storms; fostering regional
cooperation and partnerships to
respond to climate change chal-
lenges; advancing disaster related

statistics for implementa-
tion of the Sustainable
Development Goals; com-
mitting to the effective
implementation of the
2030 Agenda; harnessing
science technology and
innovation for sustainable
development; and the
framework agreement on
facilitation of cross-border
paperless trade in Asia and
the Pacific.

In his statement, ECO
Deputy Secretary General
briefed the Meeting on the
state of affairs within ECO
as regards regional cooper-

ation for development including in
the transport and connectivity,
energy and electricity, ICT, disaster
risk reduction, statistics, etc. He
also shared ideas on the new
emerging ECO Vision for the
future where immediate needs
and concerns of the ECO Member
States, including in the context of
SDGs and 2030 development
agenda will also be addressed. 

On the sidelines of the Event,
the ECO Secretary General had
bilateral discussions with Mr.
Kaveh Zahedi, Deputy Executive
Secretary of ESCAP, where two
sides reviewed policy aspects of
bilateral cooperation between
ESCAP and ECO. In a separate
meeting, ECO Deputy Secretary
General had sectoral discussions
with ESCAP Directors for
Environment and Development;
Energy; and ICT and Disaster
Management. Both sides agreed
on some specific follow up for
possible sectoral cooperation. 
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The 41st Annual Meeting of the
Islamic Development Bank (IDB)

Group was held in Jakarta, Indonesia from 15th
to 19th of May 2016. 

As an IDB observer, ECO Secretariat was repre-
sented in the Meeting by Mr. Ahsan Ali Mangi,
Deputy Secretary General
who also attended two side
events, namely, "The Seminar
on the Development of
Regional Transport
Infrastructure Connectivity:
A Network-Cum-Corridor
Approach" and "The 1st
Annual Consultative Forum
between the IDB and the
Regional Cooperation
Organizations in the OIC
region".    

During the Seminar, ECO

Deputy Secretary General shared ECO efforts on
development of regional road and rail corridors
with the support of IDB. 

He also  referred to the need for 'Exclusive
Corridor Management Model" for commercially
viable and sustainable intercountry/ regional
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ECO-UN
Workshop
on Seismic 
Hazard and 
Risk Analysis 
in Tehran



rail/road corridors and the ECO plans to imple-
ment the model on ECO KTI (Kazakhstan-
Turkmenistan- Iran) rail corridor.  

The "First IDB Annual Consultative Forum" was
aimed to institutionalize interagency consultations
in line with the IDB  Vision 1440H which stipu-

lates that the Bank will promote regional coopera-
tion organizations among member countries
through strengthening the capacity of existing
organizations with a view to engaging all OIC
member countries in a network of regional group-
ings.

The "Induction Capacity
Building Workshop of Sub-

regional Project on Seismic Hazard and Risk
Analysis" was organized from 30th May to 1st
June 2016 in the ECO Secretariat in Tehran. 

The Workshop was participated by govern-
ment's representatives, scientists and experts
from Afghanistan, Iran, Pakistan, Turkmenistan
and Turkey as well as officials from UNESCO,
UN-Habitat, International Institute of
Earthquake Engineering and Seismology (IIEES)
and ECO Secretariat.

This induction workshop was planned to
familiarize the relevant governmental and aca-
demic representatives of the participating

countries with the sub-regional project on
seismic hazard and risk analysis initiated by
UN-Habitat and UNESCO and supported by
Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO)
and some other international organizations. 

The Project is planned to be finished in 3
years. During the 3-day workshop; the
instructors from Iran and Turkey conducted
technical exchanges on the topics of the
Workshop. Some technical visits were also
organized by the Iranian authorities. 

At the end of the Workshop, the participants
received  "Certificate of Participation" jointly
awarded by ECO, UNESCO, Habitat and
IIEES.
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The Secretary
General of the

Economic Cooperation Organization
(ECO), Ambassador Halil Ibrahim
Akca represented the ECO in the
Fifth Meeting of Ministers of Foreign

Affairs of the Conference on Interaction and
Confidence Building Measures in Asia (CICA) held on
27-28 April, 2016 in Beijing, China. 

The Conference was inaugurated by H.E. Mr. Xi
Jinping, the President of the People's Republic of China
and chaired by H.E. Mr. Wang Yi, the Minister of
Foreign Affairs of the People's Republic of China. 

In his statement delivered during the Conference, the
Secretary General stressed the importance of security
and stability for the development of the region. 

He also acknowledged the contribution of the CICA
for the promotion of dialogue, cooperation and com-
mon prosperity of the countries in Asia and expressed
the readiness of the Economic Cooperation
Organization to work closely with CICA for promoting
cooperation in the areas of mutual interest. 

At the end of its deliberations, the Ministerial
Conference adopted its Declaration on "Promoting
Peace, Security, Stability and Sustainable Development
in Asia Through Dialogue". 

On the sidelines of the Meeting, the ECO Secretary
General also met with Ambassador Gong Jianwei, the
CICA Executive Director where both sides exchanged
views on different aspects of ECO-CICA cooperation
and agreed on the need to further deepen the partner-
ship in the areas of common interests.
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During his visit to New York
to attend the "UN General

Assembly Special Session on World Drug
Problem" (UNGASS 2016), the ECO Deputy
Secretary General, Mr. Seyed Jalaledin Alavi
Sabzevari held, on 22 April 2016, bilateral
meetings with the heads of UN Office for
South-South Cooperation (UNOSS) and the UN
Forum on Forests Secretariat (UNFF).

Meeting with UNOSS

In his meeting with Mr. Jorge Chediek,
Director of the United Nations Office for
South-South Cooperation, the ECO Deputy
Secretary General congratulated him on his
new appointment as the
UN Secretary General
Envoy for South-South
Cooperation. He also
thanked UNOSS for its
interest in cooperation
with the ECO
Secretariat. Mr. Alavi
further briefed the UN
Official on ECO and its
scope of activities. 

Mr. Chediek also gave
a brief overview on the
UNOSS mandates as the
focal point for coordi-
nating the South-South
activities within the UN
system as well as pro-
moting cooperation
among countries. He
further referred to the
UNOSS approach to the
regional organizations and expressed hope that
UNOSS and ECO can soon start cooperation in
the service of their common Member States.
He also invited ECO to the next "Global South-
South Development Expo" to be held from 30
October to 3 November 2016 in Dubai. 

Both sides agreed on the need to identify
meaningful and feasible areas of cooperation,
taking into account the priorities of mutual
interest. The two organizations are expected to
jointly develop a draft memorandum of coop-
eration with clear cut areas/sectors of coopera-
tion. 

Meeting with UNFF 
ECO Deputy Secretary General also met with

Mr. Manoel Sobral Filho, Director of United
Nations Forum on Forests Secretariat (UNFF)
and discussed the state of play of bilateral
cooperation. During the Meeting, the ECO
Deputy Secretary General recalled the two
major regional workshops co-organized by ECO

and UNFF Secretariats in
Tehran in 2014 and
2015 and thanked the
UNFF for continued
interest in the ECO
Region.  He also
referred to the report
prepared by UNFF con-
sultant on the sustain-
able forest management
in the ECO Region and
the subsequent project
proposals submitted by
the ECO Member States. 

Mr. Filho in return
thank ECO for extending
its support to UNFF for
organizing meetings and
activities for the regional
countries and briefed
the ECO Secretariat's
Official on the latest
developments as regard

fund-raising for ECO projects, including
through GEF. The both sides also reviewed the
relevant part of the outcome document of the
11th session of the UNFF and explored possi-
bilities for ECO involvement in implementation
of the regional components of the outcome
document.
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During his visit to Vienna,
the ECO Secretary General,

His Excellency Ambassador Halil Ibrahim
Akca held bilateral meeting with Mr. Li Yong,
the Director General of UNIDO on 15th of
March 2016. Both sides discussed wide range
of issues of mutual interest including UN
Sustainable Development Agenda 2030, cli-
mate change, renewable energy, new tech-
nologies in industries, capacity building, for-
eign investment, women entrepreneurship
and small and medium enterprises. They also
exchanged views on initiating joint efforts to
find donor countries to launch new projects
in ECO Region. They also expressed readi-
ness to develop joint projects to strengthen
their cooperation. Ambassador Akca and
Director General Li also reviewed the imple-
mentation of the "3rd phase of the ECO-
UNIDO Trade Capacity Building Project"
which was launched in March 2014. Both
sides were satisfied with the ongoing imple-
mentation of the Project which will be com-
pleted in early 2017. They also agreed to
work together in order to initiate the remain-
ing component of the Project.

ECO Secretary
General met

with
UNIDO
Director
General

The ECO Secretary General H.E
Ambassador Halil Ibrahim AKCA attended

the "International Conference on Policy of Neutrality:
International Cooperation for Peace, Security and
Development" which was held in Ashgabat, Turkmenistan on
12 December 2015. The Conference was held on the occa-
sion of 20th anniversary of the neutrality status of
Turkmenistan in line with the UN General Assembly
Resolution which had welcomed the decision of
Turkmenistan to declare the year 2015 as the year of
"Neutrality and Peace". The Conference was attended by the
representatives of more than 80 countries and 20 interna-
tional organizations along with several Heads of
State/Government.

Secretary General also held bilateral meetings with Minister
of Foreign Affairs of Turkmenistan, H.E. Mr. Rashid Meredov
and Minister of the Economy and Development of
Turkmenistan Mr.Yoldash Hallyevich Sheripov where both
sides discussed areas of enhanced cooperation.
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At
the

invitation of the
INTERPOL Secretary
General, the ECO
Secretariat participat-
ed in an inter-regional
debate on "An
Effective Multilateral
Policing Architecture
against Global
Threats" held on 15-
16 March 2016 in
Singapore. The
Meeting was chaired
by Mr. Jürgen Stock,
the Secretary General
of the INTERPOL and
attended also by the
presidents and high
level officials of the
regional police and law enforce-
ment organizations from across
the world, namely, AFRIPOL,
AMERIPOL, ASEANAPOL,
EUROPOL, GCCPOL as well as
representative from UNODC.
The purpose of the Meeting was
to embark on discussions on
ways to coordinate activities
against transnational crime
through clarifying the roles of
each regional organization.  

In his inaugural remarks,
INTERPOL Secretary General
highlighted the roles of regional
police organizations as an impor-
tant component of an effective
global policing architecture,
where the global nature of crime
threats such as cybercrime and
terrorism requires optimal levels
of cooperation among regional
actors. During the Meeting, the
high level participants presented
the current structures and activi-

ties of their regional police
organizations and also discussed
topics such as the data process-
ing and sharing frameworks; dif-
ferent infrastructures for informa-
tion exchange; and governance
mechanisms. 

The Deputy Secretary General
of the Economic Cooperation
Organization (ECO), Mr. Seyed
Jalaledin Alavi Sabzevari who
represented the Organization in
the Event also briefed the partici-
pants about ECO and its ultimate
goal of enhancing regional coop-
eration for economic develop-
ment of the individual countries
and Region as  whole. He further
highlighted the specific features
of the Region which led the ECO
Member States to embark on
intra-regional undertakings in
areas such as drugs control, law
enforcement, judiciary and anti-
corruption cooperation. He also
gave a presentation on the on-

going process of estab-
lishment of the
ECOPOL. 

At the end of the
two-day dialogue, the
participating organiza-
tions agreed that their
experts may start coop-
eration and technical
discussions in order to
identify avenues for
integrating existing
infrastructures at the
regional and global lev-
els. They also recom-
mended to convene
annual such dialogues
among the presidents
and senior officials of
the regional police
organizations with a

view to assessing the advance-
ment of these joint efforts and
identifying areas of duplication as
well as potential gaps in inter-
regional and global police
exchanges.  

During the Event, the partici-
pants also visited the "Interpol
Global Complex for Innovation"
in Singapore and became famil-
iar with its research and develop-
ment facilities, innovative train-
ing techniques, as well as opera-
tional support and partnerships,
particularly in the area of digital
security and cybercrime.

On the sidelines of the Event,
ECO Deputy Secretary General
made bilateral discussions with
the INTERPOL Secretary General
and his team on the possible
areas of technical assistance and
capacity building programmes for
ECO Region.
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A high
level del-

egation of the United
Nations Assistance Mission
in Afghanistan (UNAMA)
visited the ECO Secretariat
in Tehran on 7th March
2016 and met with ECO
Secretary General
Ambassador Halil Ibrahim
Akca. In the meeting,
Deputy Special
Representative of the UN
Secretary-General, Mr.
Tadamichi Yamamoto*
informed the ECO
Secretary General about
the completion of
Transition Process in
Afghanistan and the initiation of the
Transformation Decade (2015-2024) where
regional efforts are required in much larger per-
spective. He also informed the Secretary General
about the upcoming Inter-Governmental Meeting
on Afghanistan to be held in Brussels in October
2016. 

ECO Secretary General in return highlighted that
Afghanistan is an active member of the ECO and
ECO is aware of the importance of Afghanistan for
ECO and the Region. ECO is active in initiatives
on Afghanistan
including in
Istanbul Process
and welcomes any
effort aimed at
development of
Afghanistan. The
Secretary General
further added that
ECO has a special
fund for
Afghanistan with
some pledges by
the Member States
and four recon-
struction projects
have been funded
upon the request
and preference of
the Government of
Afghanistan. He

also said that ECO is plan-
ning to hold a Conference
on Afghanistan in the last
quarter of the current
year to develop its future
supporting policy for
Afghanistan. 

Secretary General also
informed the Senior UN
Official that ECO is
preparing new ECO
Vision which will focus
among others on
increased regional trade
and enhanced connectivi-
ty where Afghanistan will
also benefit from ECO
projects, including
through development of

ECO Rail and Road networks. 
Mr. Tadamichi Yamamoto expressed hope that

the ECO will assist UNAMA in its efforts for devel-
oping effective coordination within the Region for
the betterment of Afghanistan.  He also welcomed
ECO plan to organize a special conference on
Afghanistan and hoped that the outcome of this
conference may be submitted to the Brussels
Conference.  

The Secretary General assured that ECO, as an
effective platform for regional coordination, can

be utilized in
efforts for promot-
ing peace and
economic stability
in Afghanistan.
ECO and UNAMA
can complement
and supplement
each other and
find a way to
cooperate effec-
tively to help
development and
betterment of
Afghanistan.

* Mr. Yamamoto
was later on appoint-
ed as the Special
Representative of UN
Secretary GeneralS

UNAMA
Senior
Official
visited 

the ECO
Secretariat
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The second "International Summit of Health and
Lifestyle: Water, Sustainable Development and

Healthy Life" was held on 2-3 March 2016 at the University of Tehran.
The relevant directors and staff of the ECO Secretariat also attended
in the Summit and its panels.

Scientists and scholars from different Islamic countries gathered in the
Event and discussed the current situation of water resources in the Islamic
world focusing also on different aspects of water including food supply,
energy, human health, social well-being, poverty eradication, economic
development, and global sustainability. Three specialized panels were also
devoted to i) Water Diplomacy; ii) Water Quality, and iii) Sustainable
Water Resource Management where the participating scientists and pan-
elists presented statistical and analytical overview about dependency of
countries on water and its environmental impacts. The panelist also shared
their views on how to achieve and improve Sustainable Development
Goals, promote global water management, address challenges of water
scarcity, enhance cooperation in different academic water-related fields,
develop sustainable solutions, and raise awareness and knowledge. 

Among the panelist was Mr. Manzoor Hussain Soomro, President of
ECO Science Foundation, who addressed the water resources and
transboundary issues in the ECO Region and suggested to establish a
network called as "ECO Water Experts Network (ECOWEN)". 

Region. Dr. Asghar Mohammadi Fazel, President of the ECO-
IEST also highlighted ECO's ongoing projects and studies on
environment and biodiversity and called upon UNCBD to pro-
vide its technical support for capacity building and fund raising
for the ECO Member States and ECO projects.

The UNCBD Representative, Mr. Robert Hoft in return
expressed UNCBD's readiness to render technical assistance
and expertise in data-sharing and in organizing capacity build-
ing workshops for ECO Member States. He also offered to
engage ECO in the CBD process through observership which
can be granted through formal application by ECO. Both sides
agreed to continue dialogue and communications for enhanced
partnership.

ECO and UNCBD delegations attend-
ing the "2nd ECO Pre-COP Meeting in
Antalya" had bilateral consultations on
4th March 2016. The two sides discussed
and agreed on possible partnership
frameworks in the future, inter alia,
ECO`s observer status in UNCBD,
enhancing UNCBD`s outreach in the
Region through ECO capacities, networks
and institutional arrangements, as well as,
possible synergy on designing and devel-
oping common projects. 

During the meeting, Mr. Orkhan
Zeynalov, ECO Director of Energy,
Mining and Environment briefed
UNCBD Representatives about the ECO's
environmental and biodiversity profile as
well as recent activities for stimulating
more interactions among the ECO
Member States on development of
coherent policy for common environ-
mental challenges with particular empha-
sis on biodiversity, climate change and its
adverse effects on ecosystems in the
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The 2nd United
Nations

Environment Assembly (UNEA-2)
was held from 23 to 27 May  2016
in Nairobi , Kenya.  The ECO
Delegation headed by Deputy
Secretary General attended the
High Level Segment of the Event
(26-27 May 2016). It was the first
time ECO Secretariat was attending
this important global environmental
assembly since granted observer-
ship. 

The UNEA-2 was the first event
after adoption of the SDGs by UN
General Assembly as well as the
conclusion of the Paris climate
change agreement.  Ministers and
high level officials from UN mem-
bers, intergovernmental organiza-
tions and other stakeholders dis-
cussed, in the context of plenary
sessions and different ministerial
panels and policy dialogues, ways
and means to deliver on the envi-
ronmental dimensions of the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable
Development. There were also
numerous side events and Expo
activities parallel to the intergovern-
mental discussions. A specific min-

isterial policy review session also
took place with focus on findings
of the "Healthy Environment,
Healthy People" report, a joint
effort of several organizations,
including the UNEP, WHO and
CBD Secretariat. ECO delegation
also attended a ministerial lunch-
eon where ways and means for
mobilizing investment for sustain-
able development were discussed.
The Assembly concluded its week-
long work by adopting some deci-
sions and more than 20 resolu-
tions. On the sidelines of UNEA2,
the delegation of the ECO
Secretariat held bilateral meetings
with the UNESCAP and UNEP.

Meeting with UNESCAP
The ECO Deputy Secretary

General and his team had bilateral
discussions with Mr. Kaveh Zahedi,
Deputy Executive Secretary of
ESCAP, where two sides reviewed
bilateral cooperation between
ESCAP and ECO. During the meet-
ing, ECO Director of Energy,
Minerals and environment briefed
the UN Official on ECO`s environ-
mental and energy profiles and on

recent activities and meetings. Mr.
Kaveh Zahedi  also gave a brief
overview on the UNESCAP`s
approach to the regional organiza-
tions and expressed confidence
that UNESCAP and ECO can
expand cooperation in concrete
areas.  

Both sides agreed on the need to
identify meaningful and feasible
areas of cooperation, taking into
account the priorities of mutual
interest. The two organizations are
expected to look into the existing
MoU (signed in 1993) and jointly
develop a draft work programme
with clear cut areas/sectors of
cooperation. They initially agreed
that sectoral cooperation on envi-
ronmental issues, disaster risk man-
agement, dust haze and sand
storm , renewable energy, electrici-
ty market, and energy efficiency
can be among the areas of cooper-
ation.  The ESCAP Official also
invited ECO contributions into the
next UNESCAP annual session
(2017) which will address energy
as its "Theme". 

Meeting with UNEP
ECO Deputy Secretary General

and his team also met with Ms.
Isabelle Louis, Acting Regional
Director of United Nations
Environment Programme (UNEP)
for Asia and the Pacific and dis-
cussed the implementation of ECO
ministerial mandate on preparation
of "State of Environment Report
(SoE) for ECO Region". 

Recalling a meeting between
ECO-IEST and UNEP in Istanbul,
the ECO Official requested infor-
mation on what kind of support
UNEP regional office in Asia and
the Pacific can offer for preparation
of this important report. UNEP
Official informed about UNEP
ongoing initiative for a regional SoE
for ASEAN. She further mentioned
that it is now acknowledged that
SoE reports should be aligned with
the SDGs directions and expressed
readiness to work with the ECO
Secretariat through sharing the
needed methodology and research
tools as well as trainings services.
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The 12th session
of the Conference

of the Parties to the UN Convention
to Combat Desertification (UNCCD)
held its two week session on 12
October 2015 in Ankara. As the first
major global meeting since the
adoption of the UN Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs), the
Conference focused on the imple-
mentation of the Convention in post
2015, taking into account the
"Target 15.3" of the SDGs.  

Nearly 4,000 delegates, including
75 ministers and high-ranking offi-
cials from around the world, includ-
ing from the ECO Region, attended
the Conference. The High level
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ECO was 
granted 

Observer 
Status in the

UN Convention
to Combat

Desertification

Ministerial Segment of the Conference was inaugu-
rated by President Recep Tayyip Erdogan. A delega-
tion from the ECO Secretariat, led by Deputy
Secretary General Mr. Seyed Jalaledin Alavi
Sabzevari, participated in the "High-level Ministerial
Segment" of the Conference, held on 20-21 October
2015. 

The ECO delegation also took part in a ministerial
round table on addressing land degradation. In his
remarks in the Round Table, the ECO Deputy
Secretary General thanked UNCCD Secretariat for
granting observer membership to ECO and expressed
hope that both organizations undertake to cooperate
closely in order to address the desertification phe-
nomenon in the ECO Region. He informed the high-
level participants about the ECO projects and activi-
ties and highlighted that ECO Member States are
mainly located in arid or semi-arid areas, mostly cat-
egorized as countries with low-forest cover. He also
highlighted that the sand storm and dust haze consti-
tute an immediate concern for some ECO Member
States which require urgent actions. Referring to
some ECO partnerships with UN agencies and other
players in the international community, the ECO
Deputy Secretary General expressed readiness of the
ECO Secretariat to share its capacities and experi-
ences through partnership with the relevant potential
partners, including UNCCD, to address desertifica-
tion challenges in the Region.  

This was the second observership recently granted
to ECO by global environmental bodies. In 2014,
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
granted to ECO the observer status in the UN
Environment Assembly (UNEA). On the Sidelines of
the UNCCD Conference, ECO delegation held bilat-
eral discussions with the UNCCD officials on the pos-
sible future cooperation.
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The Economic Cooperation
Organization Secretariat and the

United Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF) co-organ-
ized the "Regional Capacity-building Workshop on
Designing Projects for Sustainable Forest Management
(SFM)" on 26-30 October 2015 at the ECO
Secretariat in Tehran. The representatives from
Afghanistan, Republic of Azerbaijan, Iran, Kyrgyz
Republic, Pakistan, Tajikistan, Turkey, UNFF,
Secretariat of Low Forest Cover Countries (LFCCs)
and ECO Institute for Environmental Science and
Technology (ECO-IEST), as well as ECO Secretariat
participated in the Workshop. The Workshop was
jointly inaugurated by the ECO Deputy Secretary
General, Mr. Seyed Jalaledin Alavi Sabzevari and the
Deputy Director of UNFF Secretariat Mr. Hossein
Moeini-Meybodi. ECO Deputy Secretary General in
his inaugural remarks underscored the importance of
the cooperation between ECO and UNFF for the
environmental agenda of the ECO Region, specifically
in the area of climate change financing for sustainable
forest management. He also thanked the Secretariat
of UNFF for organizing the second workshop for ECO
Region, as well as for choosing the important topic of
designing project proposals to secure financing from

international donors for the ECO Member States. He
underlined the ECO Secretariat mandates in environ-
ment which interlink areas such as climate change,
desertification and land degradation, forest manage-
ment as well as biodiversity.  

Mr. Hossein Moeini-Meybodi briefed the partici-
pants about UNFF's overall policy and approach with
regard to assisting countries around the world in iden-
tifying various sources of funding for forests at the
global level, in particular, in the context of the climate
change process, as well as facilitating the low forest
cover countries (LFCCs) in the ECO Region to harness
climate change funding for forests management, poli-
cy making, training & building capacity in the ECO
Member States through developing bankable projects
attractive to the relevant international financial institu-
tions and organizations, such as Green Climate Fund
(GCF), and Global Environment Facility (GEF). He also
referred to the newly established Global Forest
Financing Facilitation Network (GFFFN), which will be
managed by the UNFF Secretariat to facilitate access
of countries to forest- related resources of the interna-
tional financing institutions.  

During the 5-day intensive schedule, the partici-
pants actively engaged themselves in different training
sessions in combined and separate groups and learnt
from International Consultants, Mr. Peter O'Hara and
Mrs. Nato kirvalidze as well as UNFF staff on how to
write and develop projects on SFM, including differ-
ent methodologies of project submission that could
be acceptable for funding by financial institutions and
donor agencies. They also became familiar with ideas
of financing, situational analysis, gaps and opportuni-
ties in the ECO Region, topics and proposals for proj-
ects, result-based management (RBM) and budgeting
(RBB), project outcomes, logical framework approach,
solid monitoring and evaluation, locating online the
new and existing financing opportunities for SFM and
taping into existing resources, including UNFF GFFFN.

It was recommended that in order to continue the
capacity building in the Member States, and as part of
the GFFFN activities, the UNFF may send teams of
consultants to the individual countries to work direct-
ly with relevant authorities  to develop specific proj-
ects for submission to the GCF and the GEF.
Moreover, it was also recommended that similar train-
ings/workshops may be further conducted in future
by the UNFF at national and regional levels, respec-
tively.

ECO-UN Regional Capacity-building
Workshop on Sustainable

Forest Management
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During the 43rd
Session of the

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC), held from 11 to 13 April
2016 in Nairobi, the Panel accepted by
consensus the accreditation of the
Economic Cooperation Organization
(ECO) as an observer organization to the
IPCC.

This is the third observership granted to
ECO by global environmental bodies .  

In 2014, United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP) granted to ECO the
observer status in the Sessions and work
of the UN Environment Assembly (UNEA)
and its subsidiary organs. In October
2015 , during the 12th session of the
Conference of the Parties to UN
Convention to Combat Desertification
(UNCCD) held on 12-23 October 2015
in Ankara, ECO was granted Observer
Status in the UNCCD. 

The ECO Secretariat also submitted its
request for ECO`s observer status at the
forthcoming sessions of the COP to the
UN Framework Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC) which is on the

process of review and approval for mid
2016. 

During the 5th ECO Ministerial Meeting
on Environment (15-17 December 2014,
Istanbul, Turkey), Ministers gave mandate
to the ECO Secretariat to seek observer
status, where applicable, in environmen-
tal conventions and fora to which ECO
Member States are parties.

The Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC) is the leading
international body for the assessment of
climate change. 

It was established by the United
Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
and the World Meteorological
Organization (WMO) in 1988 to provide
the world with a clear scientific view on
the current state of knowledge in climate
change and its potential environmental
and socio-economic impacts. In the
same year, the UN General Assembly
endorsed the action by WMO and UNEP
in jointly establishing the IPCC. Currently
195 countries are Members of the IPCC.
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The
30th

Special Session of the
United Nations General
Assembly (UNGASS 2016)
was held from 19 to 21
April 2016 in New York.
The Meeting, allocated to
the theme of "World Drug
Problem" was attended by
the Heads of State and
Government, Ministers and
high level officials from the
UN member countries as
well as high level represen-
tatives from observer coun-
tries and international
organizations. ECO Deputy
Secretary General, Mr. Seyed
Jalaledin Alavi Sabzevari, represent-
ed the ECO Secretariat in the Event
and made a statement in its plena-
ry.  

The UNGASS 2016 was struc-
tured in 6 plenary sessions and 5
thematic  round tables. Officials
from participating delegations
made their statements in the plena-
ry sessions. In his statement, the
ECO Deputy
Secretary General
referred to the
imperative of
addressing the
world drug problem
for the ECO Region
and  informed the
Meeting about the
existing capacities
in the Region which
may help imple-
mentation of the
UNGASS opera-

tional recommendations.  

In parallel round tables, repre-
sentatives of the participating coun-
tries and organizations focused on
some areas of drug-related impera-
tive, namely, demand reduction
and related measures, supply
reduction and related measures;
cross-cutting issues; and alternative
development.

At the end of three day delibera-

tions, the UNGASS 2016
adopted its final document
entitled "Our joint commit-
ment to effectively address-
ing and countering the
world drug problem". 

This was the third time in
the history of the United
Nations that UN General
Assembly devoted its spe-
cial session to the drug
issues.  Earlier in 1990  and
1998,  two UNGASS were
organized in this regard.
The primary goal of
UNGASS 1990 was to gen-
erate momentum for

implementation of the "1988 UN
Convention Against Illicit Traffic in
Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances". UNGASS 1990 adopt-
ed a political declaration proclaim-
ing the period from 1991 to 2000
the "UN Decade Against Drug
Abuse". A "Global Programme of
Action" was also adopted at the
Meeting. One of the practical out-
come of the UNGASS 1990 was
the establishment of the United

Nations
International Drug
Control Program
(UNDCP) in 1991,
later merged with
the Crime
Prevention and
Criminal Justice
Division  making
the current United
Nations Office on
Drugs and Crime
(UNODC).
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ECO
Delegation

participated
in the 

UNWTO
Meeting on

Silk Road 
The 6th World

Tourism Organization
(UNWTO) Task Force Meeting on Silk
Road was held on 23-25 April in the
City of Urmia in Iran. Various partici-
pants from member states of  the
UNWTO Silk Road Program, including
Russia, Ukraine, Spain, Italy, Iran, Iraq,
Indonesia, Mongolia, Turkey, Bulgaria,
Croatia, Kazakhstan, Pakistan as well as
a delegation from UNWTO Secretariat
and a few tourism NGOs attended the
meeting. 

A delegation from ECO Secretariat
also participated in the Event.  The
Meeting was inaugurated by H.E. Mr.
Soltanifar, Vice President of the Islamic
Republic of Iran and Head of Iran
Cultural Heritage, Handicrafts and
Tourism Organization (ICHTO). Mr.
Talib Rifai, Secretary General of the
UNWTO also addressed the audience
through video message. 

The Meeting, comprised of five ses-
sions, addressed topics of Marketing
and Promotion; Travel Facilitation and
Connectivity; Capacity Building and
Destination Management; and
Standards and Certification on the Silk
Road where presenters and participants

shared their knowledge and views on
the topics. Each session was followed
by questions and answers discussions.

During the Meeting, the Secretariat
delegation introduced the potential of
the Organization in the area of tourism
promotion in the ECO Region. The
importance of cooperation between
ECO and UNWTO for promoting the
tourism along the Silk Road was also
emphasized. 

During bilateral talks, the ECO and
UNWTO delegations also exchanged
their views regarding future coopera-
tion including through organizing
events and courses and participating in
their relevant activities  and agreed to
follow up the mutual interests in
tourism sector vigorously.  

With its richly diverse cultural heritage
and wealth of natural attractions span-
ning across thousands of kilometers of
ancient routes, the Silk Road today
offers visitors the opportunity to experi-
ence a unique network of destinations
linked by a shared history.

ECO
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ECO
Vision
Halil Ibrahim Akca
ECO Secretary General

hen I assumed my duties in August
2015 as the 11th Secretary General of
the Economic Cooperation
Organization (ECO), the international
community was giving birth to 17

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) with a
view to generating more momentum for global
efforts towards a "World We Want". Besides
SDGs; the UN and its membership were also
engaged in the year 2015 in other attempts to

develop the global framework on disaster risk
reduction; the global framework for financing
for development; the new global climate
agreement; and new global policy and action
points for tackling world drug problem. All in
all, these developments made 2015 a crucial
year, a milestone, for years to come.  

The year 2015 made sense in ECO as well.
Thirty years after Iran, Pakistan and Turkey cre-

W



ated ECO in 1985, and its ensuing enlarge-
ment to 7 more countries in 1992, the
Organization started in 2015 to develop its
overall plan for coming 10 years, the so called
"ECO Vision 2025". The "Vision", to be
approved by the ECO decision making bodies,
is expected to serve as a roadmap guiding the
Organization and its membership in their col-
lective endeavours to realize more effectively
and responsively the noble objective of the
ECO: the higher living standards and prosperi-
ty for the countries and the peoples of the
Region.

Turning back into three decades of its exis-
tence, one can easily realize that ECO has suc-
cessfully laid down the necessary legal and
institutional foundations and has established
cooperative frameworks in numerous areas of
regional importance. A number of agreements
have been concluded, a set of important deci-
sions have been taken, and several regional
specialized and affiliated bodies and institu-
tions have been created to fulfill ECO agenda
in different socio-economic sectors.
Concurrently, a regional identity, personified
as "ECO Region" has emerged and, to an
increasing extent, been acknowledged by the
international community. "ECO" is unique in
its membership, among the largest regional
organizations in the world, embracing coun-
tries from South and West Asia, Caucasus and
Central Asia which connects Europe to China
and Russia to Persian Gulf. 

ECO history has not been a straightforward
path, a relatively challenging though. ECO has
witnessed different rate of participation by
Member States in its different programmes.
Some ECO programmes have failed to gener-
ate enough incentives in some Member States
to participate, a less-than-full-membership
phenomenon.This leads us to another phe-
nomenon ECO has been witnessing, namely,
varying degree of sense of ownership. The
"ECO Vision 2025" needs to be phenomenal
to enable the Organization to reverse the
above mentioned discouraging phenomena,
addressing in a more effective and convincing
way the needs and requirements of all
Member States.  

In developing the "ECO Vision 2025"and
building on the earlier work done, I hosted a
brainstorming meeting where representatives
from governments, academia and private sec-
tors of the Member States participated in a

series of thematic discussions on the optimal
direction ECO should move in the coming 10
years. The participants believed that boost in
intra-regional trade and wider connectivity
within the Region continue to be central for
ECO success in realizing its genuine goals and
objectives. They also identified some areas of
further cooperation as beneficial for ECO and
its aspiration for Member States.  

Strengthening intra-regional trade and inte-
grating the national transport and transit net-
works have always been top priorities for ECO
since its establishment. The success has so far
been in varying degrees, still away from the
envisaged targets. Although the intra-regional
trade has doubled to 10 percent in the last 10
years, further boost, say to 20 percent in the
next 10 years, seems to be contingent on
implementation of some ECO trade-related
arrangements, notably ECOTA (the ECO pref-
erential trade agreement). Trade in agricultural
and industrial goods also requires regional
arrangements on standards, SMEs develop-
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ment and entrepreneurship as well as customs
and border cooperation.   

In transit and transport, ECO has been suc-
cessful in launching rail corridors on multiple
North-South and East-West routes within the
Region with potential developmental impacts
across other sectors. The enhanced intra-
regional connectivity is not limited only to
cargo and passenger transport and transit.The
potential capacity for electricity exchange
among Member States has made a strong case
for a regional electricity market. This envisaged
power grids connectivity is now pursued by
ECO which will legitimately deserve to stand
high in "Vision 2025".  

There are other areas of regional cooperation
which have received due support and atten-
tion from the Member States, very much in
line with regional and global concerns.
Environment is now more than ever prominent
in ECO agenda, attributed to the regional
common challenges and emerging global agen-
da. The ministers and high level officials of the

ECO Member States have gathered together 5
times since June 2014 to make policy direc-
tions for the Organization. ECO is now seri-
ously involved in activities of international
environmental conventions and frameworks
such as UN Framework Convention on
Climate Change, UN Convention on Biological
Diversity, UN Convention on Combating
Desertification, and UN Forum on Forests.
ECO has developed regional activities and
projects to address the immediate environ-
mental challenges of the Region and to help
implementation of the global agenda in this
part of the world.

Tourism continues to offer great untapped
potential for ECO regional socio-economic
development. ECO's three decade attempts to
strengthen the cultural affinities among the
nations of the Region, and the intention to put
in place physical and regulatory infrastructures
to facilitate movement of people and sharing
of the cultures within the Region, as well as
the rich tourism attractions owned by all
Member States attest to the fact that tourism
can be among the flourishing sectors of econo-
my. Initiatives are under way in the other sec-
tors which, in one way or another, reinforce
the pro-tourism policies and measures, includ-
ing in transport infrastructure (particularly rail),
visa services, heath tourism, etc. During the
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"Vision" period, there is strong hope that ECO
will be able to develop and put in place solid
foundations and capacities for a robust tourism
sector in the Region. The success stories within
the Region, namely, those Member States who
have already developed successful national
tourism economy can undoubtedly contribute
to this envisaged regional venture.  

The above mentioned sectors and areas of
regional cooperation neither cover all those
areas ECO has pursued in the last three
decades nor all those need to be pursued by
the "Vision 2025". Food security, quality con-
trol, health, education, resilience against disas-
ters, regional cooperation against drugs and
organized crime, etc. are areas for regional
cooperation with direct bearing on the social
welfare of the peoples of the Region. 

"ECO Vision 2025" needs to be inclusive in
terms of issues to be addressed and interests to
be accommodated. This is why I have started
to solicit views and policy advices from heads

of state and government as well as ministers of
foreign affairs and other ministers and high
level authorities of the Member States. The
"Vision" to be prepared accordingly can be
relied as a roadmap to catalyze the needed
policy actions for promoting ECO genuine
goals and objectives subscribed to by all its
Member States. 

Realization of the "Vision" and common aspi-
rations therein relies first and for most on the
support our Member States will render while
corresponding measures and actions are taken,
as well as the global course of events affecting
our Region. I remain very much hopeful that
the emerging "ECO Vision 2025" as well as the
outcomes of the current reform process as
mandated by the ECO Council of Ministers
would open a new and promising page in the
history of our Organization, bringing to our
Region and its people more choices to devel-
op and prosper.



mbassador Javanshir
Akhundov has been
Permanent Representative
of his country in ECO in the
last six and half years. At the

end of his mission and before leav-
ing Iran to take his new assignment
as Ambassador of Republic of
Azerbaijan in Latvia, Ambassador
Akhundov was so kind to accept
our request for an interview which
is reproduced below:    

ECO Chronicle: Republic of
Azerbaijan was among the 7 coun-
tries that joined Economic
Cooperation Organization in early
1990s. Republic of Azerbaijan is
now one of the active ECO
Member States. What motivated
your country to join the
Organization? 

Ambassador: After the col-
lapse of the Soviet Union and
regaining its independence in 1991,
Republic of Azerbaijan declared
integration into the world commu-
nity and international and regional

organizations among its top priori-
ties and has pursued this way suc-
cessfully. As you know, Republic of
Azerbaijan was accepted to the
membership of Economic
Cooperation Organization (ECO) at
the Organizations' extraordinary
Council of Ministers' meeting held
in Islamabad, Pakistan on 28
November 1992. Today, Azerbaijan
is one of the most active members
in ECO supporting main objectives
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and aims of the Organization and
gives its tangible contribution to the
regional development. Hosting
ECO Summits and meetings of
COM as well as various ECO meet-
ings, submission of projects benefi-
cial for the countries of the Region,
and establishment of information
network on ECO renewable energy
resources in Baku are bright exam-
ples to that end. 

ECO Chronicle: Since early
1990s and after collapse of Soviet
Union, Central Asian and Caucasus
countries, including ECO Member
States and notably Azerbaijan, have
been target for many development-
related programmes by internation-
al community. How has your coun-
try benefited from regional and
global initiatives? 

Ambassador: As you may
know, at the beginning of 90s of the

20th century and after restoring its
independence, Republic of
Azerbaijan became a full- fledged
member of the UN, OIC, ECO,
OSCE, Council of Europe, Non-
Aligned Movement and other inter-
national and regional organizations.
We have been the first country
amongst former Soviet Republics to
be elected as a non-permanent
member of the UN Security
Council (2012-2013). And during
the Azerbaijan's non-permanent
membership at the UNSC and its
chairmanship of the UNSC - in
October 2013, for the first time at

the special meeting of the Security
Council, cooperation issues
between UN and OIC were
reviewed. Our policy in all these
organizations is based on friendship
and peace. Main task in imple-
menting our country's foreign policy
as identified by Heydar Aliyev, the
National Leader of Azerbaijani peo-
ple, has been to ensure multi-
pronged balanced policy and to
achieve maintaining mutually bene-
ficial cooperation and friendly
neighborhood relations with neigh-
boring countries. 

I'd like to bring to your attention
that as a result of steps taken in
2003-2013 our economy has
grown more than 300 percent-3.4
times. Number of population under
poverty has drastically decreased,
currently the level of poverty in
Azerbaijan is a little over 5%.
Unemployment rate is very low-
around 5%. In 2013, Azerbaijan
launched its first national satellite
which is offered not only to the
local consumers, but also to Asia

and Africa.
Today,
Azerbaijan is
also known in
the world for
promoting
multicultural-
ism. Let me
mention that

this is not a new phenomenon for
Azerbaijan. Historically, Azerbaijan
has been a place where various reli-
gions and cultures have peacefully
coexisted together. In order to pro-
mote activities in this direction our
country has put forward a number
of initiatives and hosted numerous
international events. In 2008, an
international women conference
comprising all continents took place
in Baku and Baku Declaration on
the role of women in intercultural
dialogue was adopted. In 2009,
Baku was declared one of the capi-
tals of Islamic Culture. In the same
year, Baku hosted the 6th Meeting
of the OIC Ministers of Culture. 

World Forum on Intercultural
Dialogue was organized in Baku on

7-9 April 2011 by the Ministry of
Culture and Tourism of Republic of
Azerbaijan in cooperation with
UNESCO, UN Alliance of
Civilizations, UN World Tourism
Organization, Council of Europe,
ISESCO, and North-South Center of
the Council of Europe. Under the
patronage of H.E. Ilham Aliyev, the
President of the Republic of
Azerbaijan, the Forum addressed
challenges of intercultural dialogue
in its various aspects regarding con-
ceptual frameworks, governance,
policy and practice. The second
and third World Forum on
Intercultural Dialogue took place in
29 May-1 June 2013 and 18-19
May 2015 Baku, respectively.  

Let me also inform you that on
25-27 April 2016 Baku will host
another influential event- the 7th
Global Forum of the United
Nations Alliance of Civilizations. As
you know, in June 2015 Azerbaijan
hosted the First European Olympic
Games and in 2017 Islamic Games
of Solidarity will be held in our
country. All of these once again
demonstrate that Azerbaijan today
plays a role of bridge in the world
both in international and regional
level. 

ECO Chronicle: In the last
three decades, particularly following
its enlargement in 1992, ECO has
expanded its scope of activities to
different areas and sectors of eco-
nomic cooperation. As Permanent
Representative of an ECO Member
State in the last 6 years, you have
been closely exposed to these activ-
ities through ECO Council of
Permanent Representatives (CPR).
What is your assessment on the
performance of the Organization in
different sectors?    

Ambassador: Yes, you are
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right, and I have been not only just
a Permanent Representative, but
also Chair of the ECO Council of
Permanent Representatives during
the Azerbaijan's ECO
Chairmanship. Amongst a number
of achievements of these years I
would like to particularly underline
Qazvin-Rasht-Astara(Iran)-
Astara(Azerbaijan) railway project

and establishment of ECO Research
Center in Baku. And I value these
achievements as significant ones for
both our Organization and the
future of our Region. It has been
among top priorities of our Embassy
to pursue relevant measures for
realization of North-South
International Transport Corridor

which is economically very impor-
tant for the future of our Region.
Our Embassy has carried out neces-
sary activities aimed at coordinating
railways between Republic of
Azerbaijan and the Islamic Republic
of Iran and these activities still con-
tinue. 

Upon the initiative of and relevant
work by our Embassy, Qazvin-
Rasht-Astara(Iran)-Astara(Azerbaijan)
railway project was included into
the ECO priority projects list.

During the 11th meeting of the
Heads of ECO Railway
Administrations held in Republic of
Turkey it was decided to establish
high level working group on
Qazvin-Rasht-Astara(Iran)-
Astara(Azerbaijan) railway project.
As of today the first meeting of the
group was held in Baku and the
2nd meeting took place in Rasht,
Iran. Top ECO documents also
include decisions on Qazvin-Rasht-
Astara(Iran)-Astara(Azerbaijan) rail-

way project. Decisions on the real-
ization of Qazvin-Rasht-Astara(Iran)-
Astara(Azerbaijan) railway project
have been reflected in Istanbul
Declaration adopted at the 11th
ECO summit, as well as Baku
Declaration adopted at the 12th
ECO Summit held on October 16,
2012 in Baku under the chairman-
ship of H.E. Ilham Aliyev, the
President of Republic of
Azerbaijan. Furthermore, early
finalization of Qazvin-Rasht-
Astara(Iran)-Astara(Azerbaijan) rail-
way project has been underlined
in the reports of ECO Council of
Ministers and Regional Planning
Council meetings. And finally after
all these efforts, "Framework
Agreement between the
Government of Republic of
Azerbaijan and Government of the
Islamic Republic of Iran on the
coordination of railways of
Azerbaijan and Iran" and
"Agreement between Azerbaijan
Railways CSC and the Islamic
Republic of Iran Railways on con-
struction of a railway bridge over
the Astara river on Azerbaijan-Iran
state border", which is directly
linked to the Framework
Agreement, were signed on 23
February 2016 during the recent
official visit of H.E. Ilham Aliyev,
the President of Republic of
Azerbaijan to the Islamic Republic
of Iran. For a long time, about one
century, there was a need to con-
nect railways between our two
countries. Let me remind that rail-

way between Azerbaijan and Iran
was functioning during the Soviet
Union, which ceased to function as
the result of occupation of
Azerbaijani territories by Armenia
during Armenia-Azerbaijan
Nagorno Karabakh conflict. We are
convinced that Qazvin-Rasht-
Astara(Iran)-Astara(Azerbaijan) rail-
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way project, which is a part of
North-South transport corridor, will
give new impetus to economic
development of not only Azerbaijan
and Iran, but of the whole Region. 

Another achievement I'd like to
elaborate on is agreement on estab-
lishment of ECO Research Center. I
want to particularly stress that for
the first time among non-founding
members, Republic of Azerbaijan
will host a regional center of the
Organization. This Center will oper-
ate with the aim to draft efficient
economic projects, research pro-
grams, as well as economic patterns
for the regional states.
Research Center will give its
contribution to ECO's future
development as well as its
transformation into a project-
oriented Organization. The
launch of the Research Center
is one of the substantial issues
on the agenda. I am of the
view that implementation of
result-oriented economic proj-
ects within ECO and transfor-
mation of ECO into a project-
oriented organization will serve
to the benefits of every ECO
Member State and will
increase efficiency of our
Organization. 

ECO Chronicle: ECO is
now in the process of developing its
vision document for the next 10
years. To ensure the success of any
vision for the Organization, it is
imperative to focus on the immedi-
ate needs and requirements of the
Member States and the Region as a
whole. Which areas and sectors of
regional cooperation would be
more accommodating for the
Azerbaijan national priorities? 

Ambassador: I fully agree
with you that in order to ensure the

success of any vision for the
Organization, it is indispensable to
focus on the immediate needs and
requirements of the Member States
and the Region as a whole and
result-oriented measures have to be
taken to fulfill these needs. While
being Permanent Representative,
and also in my capacity as a Chair
of the Council of Permanent
Representatives, I have always
underlined that one of the most
important targets in the ECO agen-
da has to be coordinating railways
of ECO Member States and estab-
lishment of railway infrastructure.
Considering from a broader scale,
prioritization of such spheres as
transportation and trade may result

in positive achievements for
Member States and economic
future of the Region. 

ECO Chronicle: As the out-
going Ambassador of Republic of
Azerbaijan, what would you like to
share with our readers? What is
your advice to your fellow ECO
Ambassadors in Tehran, including
your successor, as they continue to
play an important role in the ECO?

Ambassador:It might be
interesting for your readers, I came
for the first time to the Islamic
Republic of Iran 40 years ago as a
student, and then I was met with

such a friendly and warm welcome,
which I have also enjoyed while
being my country's Ambassador in
Iran. Let me mention that during
my six and half years tenure as the
Ambassador of Republic of
Azerbaijan in the Islamic Republic
of Iran and Permanent
Representative in the Economic
Cooperation Organization, I have
never had a feeling of a being guest
here, I have always been in a very
sincere relationship with my part-
ners. 

There are very special friendly
relations among ECO Ambassadors

in Tehran and it should be
definitely applauded.
Preserving and further
development of these rela-
tions can positively con-
tribute to cooperation
between Member States
both within ECO and on
bilateral level. In my opin-
ion, it is important that
Member States regard
cooperation in ECO from
the perspective of develop-
ment of the Region as a
whole. For the successful
economic future of our
Region, I would recom-
mend that Permanent
Representatives in ECO
promote implementation

of regionally beneficial projects and
closer cooperation with UN special-
ized agencies and international
financial institutions to successfully
implement economic projects of
regional character.   

ECO Chronicle:Thank you
very much for your time Excellency.
We wish you wholeheartedly a suc-
cessful tenure during your new
assignment.      
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n 1997, leaders of
Bangladesh, Egypt,
Indonesia, Iran,
Malaysia, Nigeria,
Pakistan and Turkey

formed the D-8
Organization for
Economic Cooperation
through the historic
'Istanbul Declaration'. 

The spirit of establish-
ment of this inter-govern-
mental entity entails eco-
nomic cooperation
through intensification of

trade and commercial
relations and enhanced
participation in decision-
making at international
level.

The common and
shared belief as well as
diversity among the
Member States makes it a
unique organization with
opportunities as well as
challenges. 

The D-8 is a mix of
Members with different

I

Positive Outlook towards
D-8 Economic
Development*

Dr. Seyed AliMohammad Mousavi,
the current D-8 Secretary-General
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economic size and strength. Some
of its Members place their seat
among the top economies of the
world. During the establishment
of this economic group back in
1997, the leaders of the Member
States had strong political will as
well as commitment to cater to
the need of the countries in a
small but more effective group
that might necessarily be able to
avoid complexities of a large
organization and make decisions
that are prompt, effective and
result-oriented. Since its establish-
ment in 1997, the D-8 successful-
ly formulated the Charter, Global
Vision, Roadmap and several
other documents in order to
ensure growth through effective
partnership and elevate Member
States' positions in the world
economy, diversify and create
new opportunities in trade rela-
tions and provide better standard
of living. 

The D-8 is also committed to
working towards broadening the
support for the Organization at
the national level within the
Member States and strengthening
its visibility and image at regional
and international levels, including

through active engagement in and promotion
of South-South and South-North cooperation. 

The Charter of the Organization stipulates the
establishment of 'mutually beneficial collabora-
tive relationships with other states, regional or
international organizations, institutions and
non-governmental organizations with a view to
establishing partnerships and/or initiating joint
projects'.  

Since its establishment, the D-8 has achieved
several outstanding progresses in formation of
principal organs, namely, the Commission,
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States adopted "D-8 Global Vision
(2012-2030)" in the 8th D-8
Summit on 22 November 2012 in
Islamabad, Pakistan.

4.Preferential Trade
Agreement (PTA) 

5.Agreement on
Simplification of Visa Procedures
for the Businessmen of the D-8
Member States

6.Multilateral Agreement on
Administrative Assistance in
Customs Matters 

7.Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) on D-8
Civil Aviation Cooperation

The entries into force of the Visa
Agreement, Customs Agreement
and Preferential Trade Agreement

Council and Summit. The D-8 Secretariat
based in Istanbul has played vital role as the
backbone of the Organization activities. D-8
has produced several legal documents in order
to ensure continued relevance of the
Organization, to promote interests of its
Member States, and to redouble efforts to meet
global challenges through innovative coopera-
tion. Instruments already concluded are:

1.D-8 Charter: adopted on 22 November
2012 in Islamabad, Pakistan.

2.D-8 Roadmap (2008 - 2018): During the
6th D-8 Summit held on 4-8 July 2008 in Kuala
Lumpur,, the Heads of States/Governments of
D-8 Member States endorsed "the Roadmap for
Economic Cooperation in the Second Decade
of Cooperation (2008 - 2018)" as the vision to
guide D-8 activities with particular emphasis on
enhancing intra-D8 trade.

3.D-8 Global Vision (2012-2030): The
Heads of States/Governments of D-8 Member
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(PTA) also served an important
role to facilitate and promote
actual cooperation among the
Member States, particularly in the
field of trade sector. 

Thus, since establishment of the
D-8 Organization for Economic
Cooperation in 1997, D-8 intra-
trade has increased steadily, par-
ticularly from 1997 to 2014. 

The volume of D-8 intra-trade
increased from US$ 20 billion in
1997 to US$ 120 billion in 2014.
It is expected that these agree-
ments enhance the intra-D-8
trade volume from around US$
122 billion or 7.4 percent of the
total trade with the world in 2014
to around US$ 500 billion or 10-
15 percent by the year 2018, as
envisaged by the Roadmap.

The D-8 Member States’ total
trade volume is USD 1.71 trillion
or 4.4 % of total world trade in
2014, which is USD 37.45 tril-
lion. Conversely, in financial year
of 2014 the Organization of
Islamic Countries (OIC) trade vol-
ume was USD 3.94 trillion or
10.5 per cent of total world trade,
43 per cent attributed to D-8
Member States.  

In order to achieve this target,
the Organization has identified
several areas of cooperation,
which would have direct and
indirect influence on the level of
D-8 intra-trade. 

These areas are trade, agricul-
ture & food security, industry &
SMEs, transportation, energy,
communication and information,
finance, banking and privatiza-
tion, science and technology,
poverty alleviation and human
resources development, environ-

ment, health, tourism, and culture.
Among these areas, the Organization has

given priority to five areas of cooperation,
namely, Trade, Agriculture & Food Security,
Industry & SMEs, Transportation and Energy,
due to its high impact on the D-8 intra-trade.
Member States explore different opportunities
to promote, develop and strengthen relations
and projects among themselves through related
working groups, task forces and workshops as
well as at Ministerial meeting level.

D-8 Affiliated Institutions 

a)D-8 Federation of Chambers of
Commerce and Industry (D-8 FCCI)

b)D-8 Animal Feed Information Center (D8
AFIC)

c)D-8 Fertilizer Association (D8 FA)

d)D-8 Technology Transfer & Exchange
Network (D-8 TTEN)

e)D-8 Petrochemical Association

The D-8 Organization will complete first
phase of its life cycle after the inception of the
Organization by the 9th Summit. 

The Organization is now bound to seize this
momentum to enter its second life-cycle phase,
and strategically devise effective way to achieve
its entire goals, in accordance with the vision
set by its great founders. 

In the upcoming 9th D-8 Summit, the D-8
needs to underline and formulate new strate-
gies, policies and measures to enhance effec-
tively D-8 cooperation with joint efforts at
addressing the challenges and tapping into
potentials for common growth.

-------------------------------------------------
*Report prepared by the D-8 Secretariat
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An Overview 
Introduction

At the beginning of this century, the United Nations Member States unanimously
agreed to forge a commitment, through the Millennium Declaration, to help the poor-
est to achieve better life by the year 2015. The framework of this commitment was
outlined in a set of time-bound common goals and targets embodied in the
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). Progress towards the MDGs was being bench-
marked against a set of 21 time-bound targets and 60 indicators addressing extreme
poverty and hunger, education, women's empowerment and gender equality, health,
environmental sustainability and global partnership. The MDGs were seemingly an
attempt to tackle the most pressing development challenges international community is
facing. In September 2015 the world's countries adopted the 17 Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) at UN headquarters in New York that will guide global devel-
opment efforts through 2030. SDGs will offer a fresh opportunity to build on the MDGs -
completing "unfinished business" in such vital areas as maternal and child mortality, while
addressing other major concerns that have risen to the top of the global agenda, notably
climate change and rising levels of inequality. The goals are associated with a number of
new targets and indicators.

This new agenda can also make up for weaknesses in the MDGs, notably in Goal 8
which fell far short of its potential for strengthening a global partnership for develop-
ment. The new agenda is both ambitious, more than doubling the eight Millennium
Development Goals and more comprehensive. For example, where the first MDG set
out to "eradicate extreme poverty and hunger," its successor SDG takes on these chal-
lenges in their entirety: "End poverty in all its forms everywhere" (Goal 1) and "End
hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition, and promote sustainable agri-
culture" (Goal 2).  

Since 2001, countries across the ECO Region have been striving to meet ambitious
goals that aimed to improve the lives of their more than 440 million people. As this
paper points out, the overall picture seems promising. While the ECO Region has cut
that poverty rate by more than two-thirds, the Region has not achieved all the goals
and some ECO Member States have made faster progress than others. Although the
data largely correspond to 2013/2014, the information at this stage has shown that the
MDGs have stimulated inspiring levels of commitment and achievement.

ECO Secretariat has occasionally produced Regional MDGs Reports presenting con-
cise graphical scorecards of achievement, while also highlighting challenges and opportu-
nities for accelerating progress towards the goals. This paper assesses the state of progress

Millennium
Development

Goals in 
ECO Region

By: Javad Heidari - ECO Secretariat 
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on the MDGs, and considers how ECO can shift towards the SDGs. 
Although the data for the most recent years are not yet available, the overall picture is

already clear. The paper and assessments therein are based on the United Nations global
dataset. It should be noted that these data, which are adjusted to be internationally com-
parable, may for certain countries differ from those published by national statistical offices.

Regional progress

Over the past 15 years, the ECO Region has taken strides in human development.
This is reflected in many of the MDGs' indicators. These include measures at the
national level in the areas of human development as well as social, educational and
health standards. These programmes have resulted in progress in the regional indica-
tors in terms of girls and boys primary schooling; and reduced child and maternal
mortality rates. 

Goal 1: Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger

Between 1990 and 2015, the proportion of people living on $1.25 a day or less fell
by more than two-thirds, as did the proportion of those without access to safe drinking
water. ECO Member States have contributed towards regional efforts to reduce pover-
ty and promote human develop in the Region. 

Although this MDG targets of halving the proportion of people living in extreme poverty
and hunger have been fully met in some Member States and partly met in other Member
States, the ECO Region is still far from reaching the Goal of eradicating extreme poverty
and hunger. Eradicating poverty and hunger remains at the core of the SDGs. 

Goal 2: Achieve universal primary education

The Region has also been successful in meeting other targets. Nearly all primary-aged
children are enrolled in and complete school, and students at all levels of education
benefit from gender parity.
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As the Table 2 shows there is enormous progress during the past 15 years in ECO
Region. However and despite this progress, achieving universal primary education tar-
get will require renewed attention in the post-2015 era. Investing in the quality of
education and ensuring a sustainable source of funding are essential.

Goal 3: Promote gender equality and empower women

The education of women and girls has a positive multiplier effect on progress across the
ECO Region. As illustrated in the Table 3, the greatest improvements have been made in
primary education. Today, almost most of ECO Member States have achieved parity. 

In secondary education, gender parity has been achieved in 2015 in the ECO Region. A
majority of the Member States have reached gender parity in primary education, but dis-
parities persist at higher levels.

Health related goals

On the health front, maternal mortality and under-five mortality rates fell by more than
half along with declines in the incidence and prevalence of tuberculosis. Some Member
States have done well and achieved targets in child mortality and maternal mortality,
while others have made limited progress. The ECO Region has reduced the incidence
and prevalence of tuberculosis. However, bringing the goals within the reach in all coun-
tries requires increased commitment, determination and sustained action at the national
and regional levels.

Goal 4: Reduce child mortality  

Statistics show that child mortality rate in the ECO Region has drastically changed. Iran,
Kazakhstan and Turkey have successfully achieved the target (Reduce by two thirds the
under-five mortality rate between 1990-2015). The progress made by other seven
Member States seemed insufficient making achievement of MDG4 by the end of 2015
difficult. As shown in Table 4 below, the under-five child mortality rate in Afghanistan,
Pakistan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan had not been adequately reduced
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between 1990 and 2013. The rate of decline in under-five mortality in ECO Central Asian
and Caucasus Member States remained insufficient to achieve MDG4.

Measles immunization has helped to lower measles deaths significantly (Table 5)
where there has been substantial progress in the most ECO Member States, particular-
ly in Central Asia, Iran and Turkey. 

Despite progress, the Region as a whole has been slow in achieving the Millennium
Development Goals targets for child health. And most ECO Member States failed to
attain MDG4. In other word, progress to meet the main target 4 of the Millennium
Development Goals was insufficient. Much work therefore remained to be done for
the ECO Region to meet Goal 4 of MDGs. 

Goal 5: Improve maternal health

In the ECO Region as a whole, there has been a range of improvements in maternal
health since 1990. In other words, ECO Region has made steady progress in reducing
the maternal mortality ratio. Iran, Kazakhstan and Turkey achieved this MDG target.
In the Region and in 2013, the maternal mortality ratio ranged from levels as high as
400 deaths per 100,000 live births in Afghanistan (levels similar to the African aver-
age) to levels as low as 20 in Turkey. In other words, higher-income countries in the
ECO Region had the lowest rates of maternal mortality on average, at 20 deaths per
100,000 live births in 2013.

Among ECO Member States in Central Asia, only Kazakhstan has managed to
achieve MDG5. Turkmenistan and Kyrgyz Republic still have a high maternal mortali-
ty ratio (60-75 deaths per 100,000 live births). The median annual rate of reduction
in the 5 Central Asian ECO countries was over 40 deaths in 2013.

ECO Region is still lagging behind in achieving Millennium Development Goal5 in
the areas of maternal mortality, skilled birth attendance, antenatal care and access to
sexual and reproductive health. Table 6 presents an overall picture of the maternal
mortality situation in the ECO Region. 

However, there was major progress in maternal mortality and most countries in the
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Region saw their rates fall by more than 50 per cent, including those that had the
highest rates in 1990 except Kyrgyz Republic and Turkmenistan. The vast majority of
maternal deaths are preventable, and stronger actions and bolder policies need to be
pursued if the Region as a whole aims to achieve this Goal in post 2015 era. 

Goal 6: Combat HIV and AIDS, malaria and other diseases  

The HIV epidemic has been stabilizing in the ECO Region. However, new HIV
infections and AIDS-related deaths are on the increase in some Member States, and
the prevention of new infections among populations at risk remains a key challenge.
Between 2007 and 2011, new HIV infections increased in the Region. The AIDS epi-
demics were growing and young people did not yet possess adequate knowledge
about how to protect themselves from the virus. (Table 7)

Access to antiretroviral therapy (ART) for HIV-infected people has been increasing in
developing regions, including ECO Region, since 2012. ART has saved many lives
since 1995. Expanding its coverage can save many more. In addition, knowledge
about HIV among youth needs to be improved to stop the spread of the disease.

As regards malaria and other diseases in ECO Region, the greatest progress has been
achieved with regard to tuberculosis and malaria. The mortality rate from tuberculosis
was 11.6 cases per 100,000 people in 2011 (compared to 13.5 per 100,000 people
in 2000) and the incidence of malaria cases was 0.8 per 100,000 people in 2011,
compared to 80-132 cases per 100,000 in 2002. ECO Member States in Central Asia
experienced the greatest reduction in the incidence of TB between 2000 and 2011
(45 percent). Table 7 indicates the HIV prevalence and TB incidence rate in the ECO
Member States.

Goal 7: Ensure environmental sustainability

Among the environmental targets, the ECO Region has maintained the proportion
of land covered by forests and protected area. ECO has also reduced CO2 emissions
per unit of GDP. Regarding the access to safe drinking water, half of the ECO coun-
tries met the target and half of them are expected to meet the target. Around 82 per
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cent of the ECO population have access to basic sanitation.
ECO Member States in Caucasus and Central Asia have cut in half the proportion of

the population without access to improved sanitation.

Conclusion:

Table 9 shows the aggregate outcome for the ECO Member States. At the end of
2015, the ECO Region as a whole was expected to reach the target in 13 out of the
21 indicators tracked for this paper. One of the greatest successes has been for
poverty. The MDG target was to halve the poverty rate, and of the countries in the
Region with sufficient data, all except one were expected to meet this target. ECO
countries were also to ensure universal enrolment, primary completion, and gender
parity in primary schools, and to halve those without access to safe drinking water. 

Some countries are not reducing the incidence of drop-out and are not expected to
achieve gender parity in secondary and tertiary education. For a number of other
indicators, the Region failed to hit the targets and made slow progress.

In ECO Region, only three countries have met the targets for maternal, child or infant
mortality. All ECO countries have achieved the required progress in TB prevalence and
the extent of protected areas. However, for some indicators, including those related to
malnutrition and primary completion, more than half of ECO Member States achieved
the targeted reductions.

6 ECO countries also achieved gender equality at the tertiary level and 7 Member States
could not meet any of the primary education goals. ECO Member States in Central Asia
achieved the full range of education indicators having ensured that all children who start
primary school reach the last grade without interruption. These Member States also
achieved universal antenatal care. Central Asian Member States, however, could not
meet the goal for safe drinking water.









RPC
Delegations

visited 
the ECO Park 

in 
Tehran

The delegations 
participating the 26th 
Meeting of the ECO 

Regional Planning Council 
(RPC) visited the ECO Park

in the central 
part of Tehran. 

They also visited the 
Tehran Planetarium and 

had their lunch in a 
Restaurant on the famous 

"Nature Bridge".





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
    /AAli
    /AcademyEngravedLetPlain
    /ACaslonPro-Bold
    /ACaslonPro-BoldItalic
    /ACaslonPro-Italic
    /ACaslonPro-Regular
    /ACaslonPro-Semibold
    /ACaslonPro-SemiboldItalic
    /Acens
    /AdobeArabic-Bold
    /AdobeArabic-BoldItalic
    /AdobeArabic-Italic
    /AdobeArabic-Regular
    /AdobeDevanagari-Bold
    /AdobeDevanagari-BoldItalic
    /AdobeDevanagari-Italic
    /AdobeDevanagari-Regular
    /AdobeFangsongStd-Regular
    /AdobeFanHeitiStd-Bold
    /AdobeGothicStd-Bold
    /AdobeHebrew-Bold
    /AdobeHebrew-BoldItalic
    /AdobeHebrew-Italic
    /AdobeHebrew-Regular
    /AdobeHeitiStd-Regular
    /AdobeKaitiStd-Regular
    /AdobeMingStd-Light
    /AdobeMyungjoStd-Medium
    /AdobeNaskh-Medium
    /AdobeSongStd-Light
    /AGA-Arabesque
    /AGaramondPro-Bold
    /AGaramondPro-BoldItalic
    /AGaramondPro-Italic
    /AGaramondPro-Regular
    /AgencyFB-Bold
    /AgencyFB-Reg
    /Aharoni-Bold
    /Akarbala
    /Albertino
    /Albertus-Bold
    /Albertus-ExtraBold
    /Albertus-Medium
    /AlbertusMedium-Italic
    /Algerian
    /AllegroBT-Regular
    /AMaghrebjadid
    /Andalus
    /AngsanaNew
    /AngsanaNew-Bold
    /AngsanaNew-BoldItalic
    /AngsanaNew-Italic
    /AngsanaUPC
    /AngsanaUPC-Bold
    /AngsanaUPC-BoldItalic
    /AngsanaUPC-Italic
    /AnotherTypewriter
    /AntiqueOlive
    /AntiqueOlive-Bold
    /AntiqueOliveCompact-Regular
    /AntiqueOlive-Italic
    /Aparajita
    /Aparajita-Bold
    /Aparajita-BoldItalic
    /Aparajita-Italic
    /ArabicTypesetting
    /Arial-Black
    /Arial-BoldItalicMT
    /Arial-BoldMT
    /Arial-ItalicMT
    /ArialMT
    /ArialNarrow
    /ArialNarrow-Bold
    /ArialNarrow-BoldItalic
    /ArialNarrow-Italic
    /ArialRoundedMTBold
    /ArialUnicodeMS
    /ASHN-s-Bold
    /AuroraBT-RomanCondensed
    /AvantGarde-Book
    /AvantGarde-BookOblique
    /AvantGarde-Demi
    /AvantGarde-DemiOblique
    /AZarghanHadith
    /BArabicStyle
    /BArash
    /BAria
    /BArshia
    /BAseman
    /BAsemanItalic
    /BaskOldFace
    /Batang
    /BatangChe
    /Bauhaus93
    /BBadkonak
    /BBadr
    /BBadrBold
    /BBaran
    /BBaranItalic
    /BBaranOutline
    /BBaranOutlineItalic
    /BBardiya
    /BBardiyaBold
    /BCheshmeh
    /BCheshmehBold
    /BChini
    /BCompset
    /BCompsetBold
    /BDavat
    /BElham
    /BellGothicStd-Black
    /BellGothicStd-Bold
    /BellMT
    /BellMTBold
    /BellMTItalic
    /BElm
    /BElmBorder
    /BElmItalic
    /BerlinSansFB-Bold
    /BerlinSansFBDemi-Bold
    /BerlinSansFB-Reg
    /BernardMT-Condensed
    /BEsfehanBold
    /BFantezy
    /BFarnaz
    /BFerdosi
    /BHaleh
    /BHalehBold
    /BHamid
    /BHelal
    /BHoma
    /BirchStd
    /BJadidBold
    /BJalal
    /BJalalBold
    /BJohar
    /BKaj
    /BKamran
    /BKamranBold
    /BKamranOutline
    /BKarim
    /BKarimBold
    /BKaveh
    /BKidnap
    /BKoodakBold
    /BKoodakOutline
    /BKourosh
    /BlackadderITC-Regular
    /Blackletter686BT-Regular
    /BlackoakStd
    /bladeline
    /BLotus
    /BLotusBold
    /BMah
    /BMahsa
    /BMajidShadow
    /BMashhad
    /BMashhadBold
    /BMashhadBoldItalic
    /BMashhadItalic
    /BMasjed
    /BMedad
    /BMehrBold
    /BMitra
    /BMitraBold
    /BMoj
    /BMorvarid
    /BNarenj
    /BNarm
    /BNasimBold
    /BNazanin
    /BNazaninBold
    /BNazaninOutline
    /BNikiBorder
    /BNikiBorderItalic
    /BNikiOutline
    /BNikiOutlineItalic
    /BNikiShadow
    /BNikiShadowItalic
    /BNikoo
    /BNikooItalic
    /BodoniBT-Bold
    /BodoniBT-BoldItalic
    /BodoniBT-Book
    /BodoniBT-BookItalic
    /BodoniMT
    /BodoniMTBlack
    /BodoniMTBlack-Italic
    /BodoniMT-Bold
    /BodoniMT-BoldItalic
    /BodoniMTCondensed
    /BodoniMTCondensed-Bold
    /BodoniMTCondensed-BoldItalic
    /BodoniMTCondensed-Italic
    /BodoniMT-Italic
    /BodoniMTPosterCompressed
    /BookAntiqua
    /BookAntiqua-Bold
    /BookAntiqua-BoldItalic
    /BookAntiqua-Italic
    /Bookman-Demi
    /Bookman-DemiItalic
    /Bookman-Light
    /Bookman-LightItalic
    /BookmanOldStyle
    /BookmanOldStyle-Bold
    /BookmanOldStyle-BoldItalic
    /BookmanOldStyle-Italic
    /BookshelfSymbolSeven
    /BPaatch
    /BPaatchBold
    /BradleyHandITC
    /BritannicBold
    /Broadway
    /BroadwayBT-Regular
    /BRose
    /BrowalliaNew
    /BrowalliaNew-Bold
    /BrowalliaNew-BoldItalic
    /BrowalliaNew-Italic
    /BrowalliaUPC
    /BrowalliaUPC-Bold
    /BrowalliaUPC-BoldItalic
    /BrowalliaUPC-Italic
    /BRoya
    /BRoyaBold
    /BrushScriptMT
    /BrushScriptStd
    /BSahar
    /BSahra
    /BSara
    /BSepideh
    /BSepidehOutline
    /BSetareh
    /BSetarehBold
    /BShadi
    /BShekari
    /BShiraz
    /BShirazItalic
    /BSiavash
    /BSinaBold
    /BSooreh
    /BSoorehBold
    /BSorkhpust
    /BTabassom
    /BTanab
    /BTawfigOutline
    /BTehran
    /BTehranItalic
    /BTir
    /BTitrBold
    /BTraffic
    /BTrafficBold
    /BVahidBold
    /BVosta
    /BVostaItalic
    /BYagut
    /BYagutBold
    /BYas
    /BYasBold
    /BYekan
    /BZaman
    /BZar
    /BZarBold
    /BZiba
    /Calibri
    /Calibri-Bold
    /Calibri-BoldItalic
    /Calibri-Italic
    /Calibri-Light
    /Calibri-LightItalic
    /CalifornianFB-Bold
    /CalifornianFB-Italic
    /CalifornianFB-Reg
    /CalisMTBol
    /CalistoMT
    /CalistoMT-BoldItalic
    /CalistoMT-Italic
    /Calligraphic421BT-RomanB
    /Cambria
    /Cambria-Bold
    /Cambria-BoldItalic
    /Cambria-Italic
    /CambriaMath
    /Candara
    /Candara-Bold
    /Candara-BoldItalic
    /Candara-Italic
    /Castellar
    /CataneoBT-Regular
    /Centaur
    /Century
    /Century725BT-RomanCondensed
    /Century751BT-BoldB
    /Century751BT-BoldItalicB
    /Century751BT-ItalicB
    /Century751BT-No2ItalicB
    /Century751BT-RomanB
    /Century751BT-RomanNo2B
    /Century751BT-SemiBold
    /Century751BT-SemiBoldItalicB
    /CenturyGothic
    /CenturyGothic-Bold
    /CenturyGothic-BoldItalic
    /CenturyGothic-Italic
    /CenturySchlbkCyrillicBT-Bold
    /CenturySchlbkCyrillicBT-BoldIt
    /CenturySchlbkCyrillicBT-Italic
    /CenturySchlbkCyrillicBT-Roman
    /CenturySchoolbook
    /CenturySchoolbook-Bold
    /CenturySchoolbook-BoldItalic
    /CenturySchoolbook-Italic
    /CGOmega
    /CGOmega-Bold
    /CGOmega-BoldItalic
    /CGOmega-Italic
    /CGTimes
    /CGTimes-Bold
    /CGTimes-BoldItalic
    /CGTimes-Italic
    /ChaparralPro-Bold
    /ChaparralPro-BoldIt
    /ChaparralPro-Italic
    /ChaparralPro-LightIt
    /ChaparralPro-Regular
    /CharlemagneStd-Bold
    /Chiller-Regular
    /Clarendon-Bold
    /Clarendon-Book
    /ClarendonBT-Black
    /ClarendonBT-Bold
    /ClarendonBT-Light
    /ClarendonBT-Roman
    /Clarendon-Condensed-Bold
    /ClarendonExtended-Bold
    /ColonnaMT
    /ComicSansMS
    /ComicSansMS-Bold
    /Consolas
    /Consolas-Bold
    /Consolas-BoldItalic
    /Consolas-Italic
    /Constantia
    /Constantia-Bold
    /Constantia-BoldItalic
    /Constantia-Italic
    /CooperBlack
    /CooperBlackStd
    /CooperBlackStd-Italic
    /CopperplateGothic-Bold
    /CopperplateGothic-Light
    /Corbel
    /Corbel-Bold
    /Corbel-BoldItalic
    /Corbel-Italic
    /CordiaNew
    /CordiaNew-Bold
    /CordiaNew-BoldItalic
    /CordiaNew-Italic
    /CordiaUPC
    /CordiaUPC-Bold
    /CordiaUPC-BoldItalic
    /CordiaUPC-Italic
    /Coronet
    /Courier
    /Courier-Bold
    /Courier-BoldOblique
    /CourierHP
    /CourierHP-Bold
    /CourierHP-BoldItalic
    /CourierHP-Italic
    /CourierNewPS-BoldItalicMT
    /CourierNewPS-BoldMT
    /CourierNewPS-ItalicMT
    /CourierNewPSMT
    /Courier-Oblique
    /CurlzMT
    /DastNevis
    /DaunPenh
    /David
    /David-Bold
    /DeVinneBT-Text
    /DFGothic-EB-WIN-RKSJ-H
    /DFKaiSho-SB-WIN-RKSJ-H
    /DFKaiShu-SB-Estd-BF
    /DFMincho-SU-WIN-RKSJ-H
    /DFMincho-UB-WIN-RKSJ-H
    /DFMincho-W5-WIN-RKSJ-H
    /DFPOP1-W9-WIN-RKSJ-H
    /DilleniaUPC
    /DilleniaUPCBold
    /DilleniaUPCBoldItalic
    /DilleniaUPCItalic
    /DokChampa
    /Dotum
    /DotumChe
    /Ebrima
    /Ebrima-Bold
    /EccentricStd
    /EdwardianScriptITC
    /Elephant-Italic
    /Elephant-Regular
    /EmbassyBT-Regular
    /EngraversGothicBT-Regular
    /EngraversMT
    /ErasITC-Bold
    /ErasITC-Demi
    /ErasITC-Light
    /ErasITC-Medium
    /EstrangeloEdessa
    /EucrosiaUPC
    /EucrosiaUPCBold
    /EucrosiaUPCBoldItalic
    /EucrosiaUPCItalic
    /EuphemiaCAS
    /Exotic350BT-Bold
    /Exotic350BT-DemiBold
    /F_aban
    /F_abshar
    /F_adib
    /F_afrigha
    /F_ahmad
    /F_ahram
    /F_ahram-Wave
    /F_akhbar
    /F_akhbar-Bold
    /F_akram
    /F_alex
    /F_almutannebi
    /F_almutannebi-Italic
    /F_amin
    /F_amir
    /F_andalos
    /F_andalos-Outline
    /F_andalos-Shade
    /F_andalus
    /F_arab
    /F_arafat
    /F_arafat-Bold
    /F_arafat-Italic
    /F_aram
    /F_arshia
    /F_arya
    /F_asal
    /F_asir
    /F_ayandeh
    /F_azad
    /F_azadeh
    /F_azadi-Cut
    /F_azin
    /F_baadkonak
    /F_badr
    /F_badr-Bold
    /F_baran
    /F_bardia
    /F_bardia-Bold
    /F_Bardiya-Bold
    /F_basmeh
    /F_behesht
    /F_belagh
    /F_bidad
    /F_block
    /F_bold
    /F_choobak
    /F_chubin
    /F_Class1-Bold
    /F_compset
    /F_compset-Bold
    /F_courier
    /F_divani
    /F_divani1
    /F_divani2
    /F_divani3
    /F_divani3-Outline
    /F_divani3-Shade
    /F_divani4
    /F_divani4-Outline
    /F_divani-Decor
    /F_divani-Outline
    /F_divani-Shade
    /F_dolat
    /F_doran
    /F_ebham
    /F_ebham-Cpllage
    /F_ebham-Italic
    /F_ebham-Mangle
    /F_elham
    /F_esfahan
    /F_esteghlal
    /F_fantezi
    /F_farid
    /F_farnaz
    /F_ferdosi
    /F_firoozxBold
    /F_gharch
    /F_gohar
    /F_Gohar-Bold
    /F_grand-kufi
    /F_graphic
    /F_ground-kufi
    /F_hadi
    /F_hamed
    /F_hashem
    /F_hasoob
    /F_hejaz
    /F_helal
    /F_helal-Wave
    /F_hend
    /F_hesab
    /F_hesab-Italic
    /F_hesam
    /F_hesam-light
    /F_heshmat
    /F_hoda
    /F_homa
    /F_honar
    /F_honar-Italic
    /F_hoori
    /F_hooriCut
    /F_hooriPich
    /F_hosseini
    /F_hosseini-Bold
    /F_hosseini-Italic
    /F_jadid
    /F_jalal
    /F_Jalal-Bold
    /F_jalil
    /F_japan
    /F_jarideh
    /F_jarideh-Bold
    /F_jarideh-BoldItalic
    /F_jarideh-Italic
    /F_jarrahi-Shade
    /F_jet
    /F_jihoon
    /F_kalaam
    /F_kalaam-Kandoo
    /F_kamposet
    /F_kamposet-Bold
    /F_kamposet-kordi
    /F_kamposet-kordiBold
    /F_kamran
    /F_kamran-Bold
    /F_Kamran-ExtraLight
    /F_kamran-Light
    /F_karim
    /F_Karim-Bold
    /F_karoon
    /F_karoon-Wave
    /F_kashlool
    /F_Katibe
    /F_katibeh
    /F_kelas-aval
    /F_keyvan
    /F_khaled
    /F_khalij
    /F_khoramshahr
    /F_khoramshahr-Bold
    /F_khordad
    /F_kohne
    /F_kohneh
    /F_kohneh2Outline
    /F_kohneh-Bold
    /F_kohneh-Cpllage
    /F_kohneh-Decor
    /F_kohneh-Outline
    /F_koodak
    /F_kuba
    /F_kufi
    /F_kufi1
    /F_kufi1-Cactus
    /F_kufi1-Outline
    /F_kufi1-Shade
    /F_kufi2
    /F_kufi2-Outline
    /F_kufi2-Shade
    /F_kufi3
    /F_kufi4
    /F_laleh
    /F_larzeh
    /F_larzehxBold
    /F_LED
    /F_LED-Cpllage
    /F_LED-Italic
    /F_lotas
    /F_lotus
    /F_lotus-Bold
    /F_lotus-kordi
    /F_lotus-kordiBold
    /F_madayen
    /F_madayen-ItalicOutline
    /F_madayen-Outline
    /F_madayen-Shade
    /F_madineh
    /F_madineh-Bold
    /F_mahboob
    /F_mahdi
    /F_majaleh
    /F_majaleh-BoldItalic
    /F_majaleh-Italic
    /F_majaleh-Width
    /F_majalle1
    /F_majalle2
    /F_majd
    /F_majid
    /F_majid-Cpllage
    /F_majid-Italic
    /F_majid-Outline
    /F_majid-OutlineCactus
    /F_majid-Shad
    /F_majid-Shade
    /F_majid-Shade2
    /F_majik
    /F_makeh
    /F_makeh-Cpllage
    /F_makeh-ItalicOutline
    /F_makeh-Outline
    /F_mandana
    /F_manzomeh
    /F_maryam
    /F_Maryam-Black
    /F_mashgh
    /F_mashgh-jadid
    /F_mashgh-jadidItalic
    /F_mashgh-Outline
    /F_mashhad-Bold
    /F_masjed
    /F_masnavi
    /F_mehr
    /F_mehrab
    /F_mehran
    /F_Mehr-Bold
    /F_mehry
    /F_mesr
    /F_metal
    /F_metalShade
    /F_mina
    /F_Mina-Bold
    /F_mitra
    /F_mitra-Bold
    /F_moaaser
    /F_moaaser-Cut
    /F_modern
    /F_Modern-Black
    /F_modir
    /F_mofid
    /F_mokhtar
    /F_monhani
    /F_monhani-Black
    /F_monir
    /F_mordad
    /F_morvarid
    /F_Morvarid-Normal
    /F_motadel
    /F_naght
    /F_nareng
    /F_narges
    /F_narges-Italic
    /F_nasim
    /F_nasim-Outline
    /F_naskh
    /F_naskh1
    /F_naskh2
    /F_naskh3
    /F_naskh4
    /F_naskh5
    /F_naskh6
    /F_nategh
    /F_nazanin
    /F_nazanin-Bold
    /F_nazem
    /F_nazok
    /F_nezam
    /F_niayesh
    /F_niloofar
    /F_Niloofar-Bold
    /F_noor
    /F_ohod
    /F_olgoo
    /F_ouj
    /F_Ouj-Bold
    /F_paatch
    /F_Paatch-Black
    /F_Paatch-Bold
    /F_Paatch-Normal
    /F_pakestan
    /F_pakestan-Bold
    /F_pakestan-Shade
    /F_paris
    /F_parisa
    /F_paris-Width
    /F_parvaz
    /F_payam
    /F_payam-Bold
    /F_Payam-Normal
    /F_pedram
    /F_pooneh
    /F_public-nazanin
    /F_qalam
    /F_qasem
    /F_raees
    /F_rahman
    /F_rajab
    /F_ramsar
    /F_ravand
    /F_reyhan
    /F_riaz
    /F_rogheeh
    /F_rogheeh-Outline
    /F_rogheeh-Shade
    /F_rojan
    /F_rooban
    /F_roomi
    /F_rooz
    /F_roxsana
    /F_roya
    /F_roya-Bold
    /F_saat-High
    /F_sadeh
    /F_sadehBold
    /F_saeid
    /F_sahafi
    /F_sahar
    /F_sahel
    /F_salam
    /F_salem
    /F_salim
    /F_sam
    /F_saman
    /F_samaneh
    /F_samt
    /F_sanaat
    /F_sanaat-3D
    /F_sanaat-Outline
    /F_sanaat-Shad
    /F_sanaat-Shade
    /F_sanaat-Shatter
    /F_sanaat-Stripe
    /F_sara
    /F_sara-Italic
    /F_sari
    /F_sedigheh
    /F_shadi
    /F_shafa-Shade
    /F_shafigh
    /F_shafigh1
    /F_shahab
    /F_shakhak
    /F_shakhak-Italic
    /F_sharif
    /F_sharif-Bold
    /F_sharif-Light
    /F_sharq
    /F_shemshak
    /F_shiraz
    /F_siah
    /F_siavash
    /F_sima
    /F_simin
    /F_sina
    /F_sina-Mangle
    /F_soraya
    /F_soroosh
    /F_sorosh
    /F_susan
    /F_symbol-1
    /F_symbol-2
    /F_tabasom
    /F_tabasom-jadid
    /F_Tabassom-Normal
    /F_tablighat
    /F_taha
    /F_tahoma
    /F_talash
    /F_tamiz
    /F_Tamiz-Bold
    /F_tanab
    /F_tanin
    /F_tawfigh
    /F_tawfigh-BoldItalic
    /F_tawfigh-Italic
    /F_tawfigh-Outl
    /F_tawfigh-OutlineItalic
    /F_tehran
    /F_tejarat
    /F_tejarat-Bold
    /F_teknik
    /F_terablos
    /F_thulth
    /F_thulth1
    /F_thulth1-Outline
    /F_thulth1-Shade
    /F_thulth3
    /F_thulth-Bold
    /F_thulth-BoldItalic
    /F_thulth-Italic
    /F_titr
    /F_titr-arabi
    /F_titr-arabiBalone
    /F_titr-arabiCactus
    /F_titr-arabiFlower
    /F_titr-arabiMirror
    /F_titr-arabiShatter
    /F_titr-arabiStar
    /F_titr-arabiStripe
    /F_tooba
    /F_toomar
    /F_top
    /F_topxBold
    /F_trad
    /F_trafic
    /F_trafic-Bold
    /F_trafic-Outline
    /F_unwan
    /F_vafa
    /F_vahid
    /F_varzeshi
    /F_varzeshi-Outline
    /F_Vasle
    /F_vasleh
    /F_yaghot
    /F_yaghot-Bold
    /F_yaghoti
    /F_yagot
    /F_yagot-Bold
    /F_yas
    /F_yasamin
    /F_Yasamin-Bold
    /F_Yas-Bold
    /F_Yas-Normal
    /F_yekan
    /F_yekan-Bold
    /F_zar
    /F_zar-Bold
    /F_zar-Italic
    /F_zar-kordi
    /F_zeynal
    /F_zeytoon
    /F_ziba
    /F_ziba-Italic
    /F_zomorod
    /F_zomorodBold
    /F_zomorodxBold
    /F_zosar
    /FangSong
    /FelixTitlingMT
    /FootlightMTLight
    /ForKids
    /ForteMT
    /FranklinGothic-Book
    /FranklinGothic-BookItalic
    /FranklinGothic-Demi
    /FranklinGothic-DemiCond
    /FranklinGothic-DemiItalic
    /FranklinGothic-Heavy
    /FranklinGothic-HeavyItalic
    /FranklinGothic-Medium
    /FranklinGothic-MediumCond
    /FranklinGothic-MediumItalic
    /FrankRuehl
    /Freehand521BT-RegularC
    /FreesiaUPC
    /FreesiaUPCBold
    /FreesiaUPCBoldItalic
    /FreesiaUPCItalic
    /FreestyleScript-Regular
    /FrenchScriptMT
    /FuturaBT-Bold
    /FuturaBT-BoldItalic
    /FuturaBT-Book
    /FuturaBT-BookItalic
    /FuturaBT-Light
    /FuturaBT-Medium
    /FuturaBT-MediumItalic
    /FuturaLT-Book
    /Gabriola
    /Garamond
    /Garamond-Antiqua
    /Garamond-Bold
    /Garamond-Halbfett
    /Garamond-Italic
    /Garamond-Kursiv
    /Garamond-KursivHalbfett
    /Gautami
    /Gautami-Bold
    /Geometric212BT-BookCondensed
    /Geometric212BT-HeavyCondensed
    /Geometric415BT-BlackA
    /Geometric706BT-BlackCondensedB
    /GeometricSlab703BT-Bold
    /GeometricSlab703BT-BoldCond
    /GeometricSlab703BT-BoldItalic
    /GeometricSlab703BT-Medium
    /GeometricSlab703BT-MediumCond
    /GeometricSlab703BT-MediumItalic
    /Georgia
    /Georgia-Bold
    /Georgia-BoldItalic
    /Georgia-Italic
    /GiddyupStd
    /Gigi-Regular
    /GillSansMT
    /GillSansMT-Bold
    /GillSansMT-BoldItalic
    /GillSansMT-Condensed
    /GillSansMT-ExtraCondensedBold
    /GillSansMT-Italic
    /GillSans-UltraBold
    /GillSans-UltraBoldCondensed
    /Gisha
    /Gisha-Bold
    /GloucesterMT-ExtraCondensed
    /GoudyOldStyleT-Bold
    /GoudyOldStyleT-Italic
    /GoudyOldStyleT-Regular
    /GoudyStout
    /Gputeks-Bold
    /Gputeks-Regular
    /Gulim
    /GulimChe
    /Gungsuh
    /GungsuhChe
    /Haettenschweiler
    /HarlowSolid
    /Harrington
    /Helvetica
    /Helvetica-Bold
    /Helvetica-BoldOblique
    /Helvetica-Narrow
    /Helvetica-Narrow-Bold
    /Helvetica-Narrow-BoldOblique
    /Helvetica-Narrow-Oblique
    /Helvetica-Oblique
    /HGHeiseiKakugothictaiW3
    /HGHeiseiKakugothictaiW5
    /HGHeiseiKakugothictaiW9
    /HGHeiseiMinchotaiW3
    /HGHeiseiMinchotaiW9
    /HGMinchoL
    /HGPHeiseiKakugothictaiW3
    /HGPHeiseiKakugothictaiW5
    /HGPHeiseiKakugothictaiW9
    /HGPHeiseiMinchotaiW3
    /HGPHeiseiMinchotaiW9
    /HGPMinchoL
    /HGSHeiseiKakugothictaiW3
    /HGSHeiseiKakugothictaiW5
    /HGSHeiseiKakugothictaiW9
    /HGSHeiseiMinchotaiW3
    /HGSHeiseiMinchotaiW9
    /HGSMinchoL
    /HighTowerText-Italic
    /HighTowerText-Reg
    /HMS1Badr
    /HoboStd
    /HolidayPiBT-Regular
    /Humanist521BT-Bold
    /Humanist521BT-BoldItalic
    /Humanist521BT-Italic
    /Humanist521BT-Light
    /Humanist521BT-LightItalic
    /Humanist521BT-Roman
    /Humanist777BT-BlackB
    /Humanist777BT-BlackCondensedB
    /Humanist777BT-BoldCondensedB
    /Humanist777BT-LightB
    /Humanist777BT-RomanB
    /Humanist777BT-RomanCondensedB
    /Impact
    /ImprintMT-Shadow
    /InformalRoman-Regular
    /IPTBadr
    /IPTBadrBold
    /IPTHoma
    /IPTLotus
    /IPTLotusBold
    /IPTMah
    /IPTMehrBold
    /IPTMitra
    /IPTMitraBold
    /IPTNazanin
    /IPTNazaninBold
    /IPTNazaninOutline
    /IPTYagut
    /IPTYagutBold
    /IPTZar
    /IPTZarBold
    /IranNastaliq
    /IrisUPC
    /IrisUPCBold
    /IrisUPCBoldItalic
    /IrisUPCItalic
    /IskoolaPota
    /IskoolaPota-Bold
    /JasmineUPC
    /JasmineUPCBold
    /JasmineUPCBoldItalic
    /JasmineUPCItalic
    /JECRFont-Bold
    /JECRFontLight
    /JECRFontRegular
    /JokermanLetPlain
    /Jokerman-Regular
    /JuiceITC-Regular
    /KaiTi
    /Kalinga
    /Kalinga-Bold
    /Kartika
    /Kartika-Bold
    /KaufmannBT-Regular
    /Khat01
    /Khat02
    /Khat03
    /Khat04
    /Khat05
    /KhmerUI
    /KhmerUI-Bold
    /Kinkie
    /KodchiangUPC
    /KodchiangUPCBold
    /KodchiangUPCBoldItalic
    /KodchiangUPCItalic
    /Kokila
    /Kokila-Bold
    /Kokila-BoldItalic
    /Kokila-Italic
    /KozGoPr6N-Bold
    /KozGoPr6N-ExtraLight
    /KozGoPr6N-Heavy
    /KozGoPr6N-Light
    /KozGoPr6N-Medium
    /KozGoPr6N-Regular
    /KozGoPro-Bold
    /KozGoPro-ExtraLight
    /KozGoPro-Heavy
    /KozGoPro-Light
    /KozGoPro-Medium
    /KozGoPro-Regular
    /KozMinPr6N-Bold
    /KozMinPr6N-ExtraLight
    /KozMinPr6N-Heavy
    /KozMinPr6N-Light
    /KozMinPr6N-Medium
    /KozMinPr6N-Regular
    /KozMinPro-Bold
    /KozMinPro-ExtraLight
    /KozMinPro-Heavy
    /KozMinPro-Light
    /KozMinPro-Medium
    /KozMinPro-Regular
    /KristenITC-Regular
    /KunstlerScript
    /LaoUI
    /LaoUI-Bold
    /Latha
    /Latha-Bold
    /LatinWide
    /Leelawadee
    /Leelawadee-Bold
    /LetterGothic
    /LetterGothic-Bold
    /LetterGothic-BoldItalic
    /LetterGothic-Italic
    /LetterGothicStd
    /LetterGothicStd-Bold
    /LetterGothicStd-BoldSlanted
    /LetterGothicStd-Slanted
    /LevenimMT
    /LevenimMT-Bold
    /LilyUPC
    /LilyUPCBold
    /LilyUPCBoldItalic
    /LilyUPCItalic
    /LithosPro-Black
    /LithosPro-Regular
    /LucidaBright
    /LucidaBright-Demi
    /LucidaBright-DemiItalic
    /LucidaBright-Italic
    /LucidaCalligraphy-Italic
    /LucidaConsole
    /LucidaFax
    /LucidaFax-Demi
    /LucidaFax-DemiItalic
    /LucidaFax-Italic
    /LucidaHandwriting-Italic
    /LucidaSans
    /LucidaSans-Demi
    /LucidaSans-DemiItalic
    /LucidaSans-Italic
    /LucidaSans-Typewriter
    /LucidaSans-TypewriterBold
    /LucidaSans-TypewriterBoldOblique
    /LucidaSans-TypewriterOblique
    /LucidaSansUnicode
    /Magneto-Bold
    /MaiandraGD-Regular
    /MalgunGothic
    /MalgunGothicBold
    /MalgunGothicRegular
    /Mangal
    /Mangal-Bold
    /Marigold
    /Marlett
    /MaturaMTScriptCapitals
    /Meiryo
    /Meiryo-Bold
    /Meiryo-BoldItalic
    /Meiryo-Italic
    /MeiryoUI
    /MeiryoUI-Bold
    /MeiryoUI-BoldItalic
    /MeiryoUI-Italic
    /MesquiteStd
    /MicrosoftHimalaya
    /MicrosoftJhengHeiBold
    /MicrosoftJhengHeiRegular
    /MicrosoftNewTaiLue
    /MicrosoftNewTaiLue-Bold
    /MicrosoftPhagsPa
    /MicrosoftPhagsPa-Bold
    /MicrosoftSansSerif
    /MicrosoftTaiLe
    /MicrosoftTaiLe-Bold
    /MicrosoftUighur
    /MicrosoftYaHei
    /MicrosoftYaHei-Bold
    /Microsoft-Yi-Baiti
    /MilanoLet
    /MingLiU
    /MingLiU-ExtB
    /Ming-Lt-HKSCS-ExtB
    /Ming-Lt-HKSCS-UNI-H
    /MinionPro-Bold
    /MinionPro-BoldCn
    /MinionPro-BoldCnIt
    /MinionPro-BoldIt
    /MinionPro-It
    /MinionPro-Medium
    /MinionPro-MediumIt
    /MinionPro-Regular
    /MinionPro-Semibold
    /MinionPro-SemiboldIt
    /Miriam
    /MiriamFixed
    /MisterEarlBT-Regular
    /Mistral
    /Modern-Regular
    /MongolianBaiti
    /MonotypeCorsiva
    /MoolBoran
    /MS-Gothic
    /MS-Mincho
    /MSOutlook
    /MS-PGothic
    /MS-PMincho
    /MSReferenceSansSerif
    /MSReferenceSpecialty
    /MS-UIGothic
    /MTFDoodle
    /MVBoli
    /MyriadArabic-Bold
    /MyriadArabic-BoldIt
    /MyriadArabic-It
    /MyriadArabic-Regular
    /MyriadHebrew-Bold
    /MyriadHebrew-BoldIt
    /MyriadHebrew-It
    /MyriadHebrew-Regular
    /MyriadPro-Bold
    /MyriadPro-BoldCond
    /MyriadPro-BoldCondIt
    /MyriadPro-BoldIt
    /MyriadPro-Cond
    /MyriadPro-CondIt
    /MyriadPro-It
    /MyriadPro-Regular
    /MyriadPro-Semibold
    /MyriadPro-SemiboldIt
    /MyriadWebPro
    /MyriadWebPro-Bold
    /MyriadWebPro-Condensed
    /MyriadWebPro-CondensedItalic
    /MyriadWebPro-Italic
    /Narkisim
    /Neirizi
    /NewCenturySchlbk-Bold
    /NewCenturySchlbk-BoldItalic
    /NewCenturySchlbk-Italic
    /NewCenturySchlbk-Roman
    /News701BT-BoldA
    /News701BT-ItalicA
    /News706BT-BoldC
    /NewsGothicBT-Bold
    /NewsGothicBT-BoldItalic
    /NewsGothicBT-Italic
    /NewsGothicBT-Light
    /NewsGothicBT-Roman
    /NewsGothicBT-RomanCondensed
    /NiagaraEngraved-Reg
    /NiagaraSolid-Reg
    /Nolla01
    /NSimSun
    /NuevaStd-Bold
    /NuevaStd-BoldCond
    /NuevaStd-BoldCondItalic
    /NuevaStd-Cond
    /NuevaStd-CondItalic
    /NuevaStd-Italic
    /Nyala-Regular
    /OCRAbyBT-Regular
    /OCRAExtended
    /OCRAStd
    /OCRB10PitchBT-Regular
    /OldDreadfulNo7BT-Regular
    /OldEnglishTextMT
    /OneStrokeScriptLetPlain
    /Onyx
    /OratorStd
    /OratorStd-Slanted
    /OricNeo-Stencil
    /PalaceScriptMT
    /Palatino-Bold
    /Palatino-BoldItalic
    /Palatino-Italic
    /PalatinoLinotype-Bold
    /PalatinoLinotype-BoldItalic
    /PalatinoLinotype-Italic
    /PalatinoLinotype-Roman
    /Palatino-Roman
    /Papyrus-Regular
    /Parchment-Regular
    /ParkAvenueBT-Regular
    /Perpetua
    /Perpetua-Bold
    /Perpetua-BoldItalic
    /Perpetua-Italic
    /PerpetuaTitlingMT-Bold
    /PerpetuaTitlingMT-Light
    /pHallsKhodkar
    /PlantagenetCherokee
    /Playbill
    /PMingLiU
    /PMingLiU-ExtB
    /PoorRichard-Regular
    /PoplarStd
    /PrestigeEliteStd-Bd
    /Pristina-Regular
    /QCF_BSML
    /Raavi
    /RageItalic
    /RageItalicLetPlain
    /Ravie
    /RHMSAban
    /RHMSAzin
    /RHMSBadr
    /RHMSBadr-Bold
    /RHMSClassAval
    /RHMSCompset
    /RHMSCompset-Bold
    /RHMSDivani
    /RHMSElham
    /RHMSFarid
    /RHMSFarnaz
    /RHMSGrandKoufi
    /RHMSHadi
    /RHMSHoma
    /RHMSHosseini
    /RHMSJalal
    /RHMSKamran
    /RHMSKamran-Bold
    /RHMSKoodakBold
    /RHMSLotus
    /RHMSLotus-Bold
    /RHMSMajaleh
    /RHMSMina
    /RHMSMitra
    /RHMSMitra-Bold
    /RHMSMitraTitr
    /RHMSMorvarid
    /RHMSNasim
    /RHMSNaskh
    /RHMSNazanin
    /RHMSNazanin-Bold
    /RHMSOuj
    /RHMSPach
    /RHMSPayam
    /RHMSRogheh
    /RHMSRooz
    /RHMSRoya
    /RHMSRoya-Bold
    /RHMSSamt
    /RHMSSiavash
    /RHMSSina
    /RHMSTabassom
    /RHMSTawfigh
    /RHMSTholoth
    /RHMSTitr
    /RHMSTraffic
    /RHMSTraffic-Bold
    /RHMSVahid
    /RHMSYaghoot
    /RHMSYaghoot-Bold
    /RHMSYaghooti
    /RHMSYaghooti-Bold
    /RHMSYagut
    /RHMSYagut-Bold
    /RHMSYas
    /RHMSYekan
    /RHMSYekan-Bold
    /RHMSZar
    /RHMSZar-Bold
    /RHMSZeytoon
    /RHMSZiba
    /RLHAdvisor
    /RLHAirfoil
    /RLHAmericanaBT
    /RLHAmericanaBT-Bold
    /RLHArial
    /RLHArial-Bold
    /RLHArial-BoldItalic
    /RLHArial-Italic
    /RLHAxiomatic
    /RLHBamboo
    /RLHBerra
    /RLHBoya
    /RLHCentury
    /RLHComicSansMS
    /RLHContext
    /RLHCordia
    /RLHCordia-Bold
    /RLHCourier
    /RLHCourier-Bold
    /RLHHelvetica-Black
    /RLHHelvetica-Conth-Thin
    /RLHHelvetica-Normal
    /RLHHillNBilly
    /RLHKudos
    /RLHLucida
    /RLHMenta
    /RLHMesouran
    /RLHMeta
    /RLHMeta-Bold
    /RLHMeta-BoldItalic
    /RLHMeta-Italic
    /RLHTahoma
    /RLHTahoma-Bold
    /RLHTahoma-BoldItalic
    /RLHTahoma-Italic
    /RLHTimes
    /RLHTimes-Bold
    /RLHTimes-BoldItalic
    /RLHTimes-Italic
    /RLHTrebuchet
    /RLHTrebuchet-Bold
    /RLHVerdana
    /RLHVerdana-Bold
    /RLHVerdana-BoldItalic
    /RLHVerdana-Italic
    /RNPWAban
    /RNPWAbanBold
    /RNPWAbgineh
    /RNPWAhmad
    /RNPWAhram
    /RNPWAkhbar
    /RNPWAkram
    /RNPWAmir
    /RNPWAndalus
    /RNPWAntic
    /RNPWAnticDecorative
    /RNPWAnticOutline
    /RNPWArash
    /RNPWArya
    /RNPWAval
    /RNPWAzin
    /RNPWBadr
    /RNPWBadrBold
    /RNPWBaran
    /RNPWBardia
    /RNPWBidad
    /RNPWClassAval
    /RNPWCompset
    /RNPWCompsetBold
    /RNPWDialog
    /RNPWDivani
    /RNPWDivaniOutline
    /RNPWDivaniShadow
    /RNPWElham
    /RNPWEsfahan
    /RNPWFantezi
    /RNPWFarid
    /RNPWFerdosiItalic
    /RNPWGohar
    /RNPWGol
    /RNPWGrandkoufi
    /RNPWHadi
    /RNPWHamoon
    /RNPWHesab
    /RNPWHoma
    /RNPWHosseini
    /RNPWJadid
    /RNPWJalal
    /RNPWKamran
    /RNPWKamranBold
    /RNPWKhatam
    /RNPWKhoramshahr
    /RNPWKhoramshahrBold
    /RNPWKoodakBold
    /RNPWKufiBold
    /RNPWKufiOutline
    /RNPWLaleh
    /RNPWLotus
    /RNPWLotusBold
    /RNPWLotusBoldRoozname
    /RNPWLotusRooznameh
    /RNPWMajaleh
    /RNPWMajidShadow
    /RNPWMandana
    /RNPWMaryam
    /RNPWMashghJadid
    /RNPWMashhad
    /RNPWMashhadBold
    /RNPWMehr
    /RNPWMehry
    /RNPWMina
    /RNPWMinoo
    /RNPWMitra
    /RNPWMitraBold
    /RNPWMofid
    /RNPWMonir
    /RNPWMorvarid
    /RNPWNakeesaBold
    /RNPWNakeesaLight
    /RNPWNarges
    /RNPWNasimBold
    /RNPWNasimBoldShadow
    /RNPWNaskh
    /RNPWNazaninBold
    /RNPWNewNaskh
    /RNPWNiloofar
    /RNPWOuj
    /RNPWPach
    /RNPWParis
    /RNPWParisa
    /RNPWParshiaOutline
    /RNPWParvaz
    /RNPWPayam
    /RNPWPishNevis
    /RNPWPishNevisOutline
    /RNPWPooladBlack
    /RNPWPooladBOutline
    /RNPWPooladLight
    /RNPWPooneh
    /RNPWPublicNazanin
    /RNPWQuraan
    /RNPWRamsar
    /RNPWRiadiahOutline
    /RNPWRogheh
    /RNPWRooz
    /RNPWRoxana
    /RNPWRoya
    /RNPWRoyaBold
    /RNPWSaadi
    /RNPWSaadiLight
    /RNPWSaadiXtraBold
    /RNPWSaba
    /RNPWSaeid
    /RNPWSahel
    /RNPWSaman
    /RNPWSamt
    /RNPWSara
    /RNPWSetareh
    /RNPWShabnamOutline
    /RNPWShafigh
    /RNPWShahab
    /RNPWShiraz
    /RNPWShirazi
    /RNPWShiraziBold
    /RNPWSiavash
    /RNPWSima
    /RNPWSimin
    /RNPWSinaBold
    /RNPWSymbol
    /RNPWTabasom
    /RNPWTabassomJadid
    /RNPWTaha
    /RNPWTamiz
    /RNPWTawfigh
    /RNPWTawfighBold
    /RNPWTawfighOutlineItalic
    /RNPWTehran
    /RNPWTekno
    /RNPWThuluth
    /RNPWTitr
    /RNPWTitrArabic
    /RNPWTitrHamoon
    /RNPWTraffic
    /RNPWTrafficBold
    /RNPWVahid
    /RNPWYaghoot
    /RNPWYaghoti
    /RNPWYagut
    /RNPWYagutBold
    /RNPWYahou
    /RNPWYas
    /RNPWYekan
    /RNPWYekanBold
    /RNPWZarBold
    /RNPWZeytoon
    /RNPWZiba
    /Rockwell
    /Rockwell-Bold
    /Rockwell-BoldItalic
    /Rockwell-Condensed
    /Rockwell-CondensedBold
    /Rockwell-ExtraBold
    /Rockwell-Italic
    /Rod
    /RosewoodStd-Regular
    /RothmanPlain
    /RSYMWebdings
    /RSYMWingdings
    /SakkalMajalla
    /SakkalMajallaBold
    /SchadowBT-Bold
    /SchadowBT-Roman
    /ScriptMTBold
    /SegoePrint
    /SegoePrint-Bold
    /SegoeScript
    /SegoeScript-Bold
    /SegoeUI
    /SegoeUI-Bold
    /SegoeUI-BoldItalic
    /SegoeUI-Italic
    /SegoeUI-Light
    /SegoeUI-SemiBold
    /SegoeUISymbol
    /ShahramSBold
    /ShonarBangla
    /ShonarBangla-Bold
    /ShowcardGothic-Reg
    /Shruti
    /Shruti-Bold
    /SimHei
    /SimplifiedArabic
    /SimplifiedArabic-Bold
    /SimplifiedArabicFixed
    /SimSun
    /SimSun-ExtB
    /SmudgerAltsLetPlain
    /SmudgerLetPlain
    /SnapITC-Regular
    /Square721BT-Bold
    /Square721BT-BoldCondensed
    /Square721BT-Roman
    /Square721BT-RomanCondensed
    /SRHMSSymbol
    /Staccato222BT-Regular
    /Stencil
    /StencilStd
    /Sweetascandy
    /SweetlyBroken
    /Swiss721BT-Black
    /Swiss721BT-BlackCondensed
    /Swiss721BT-Bold
    /Swiss721BT-BoldCondensed
    /Swiss721BT-BoldCondensedItalic
    /Swiss721BT-BoldItalic
    /Swiss721BT-Heavy
    /Swiss721BT-Italic
    /Swiss721BT-ItalicCondensed
    /Swiss721BT-Light
    /Swiss721BT-LightExtended
    /Swiss721BT-LightItalic
    /Swiss721BT-Roman
    /Swiss721BT-RomanCondensed
    /Sylfaen
    /Symbol
    /SymbolMT
    /Tahoma
    /Tahoma-Bold
    /Tak
    /TektonPro-Bold
    /TektonPro-BoldCond
    /TektonPro-BoldExt
    /TektonPro-BoldObl
    /TempusSansITC
    /Times-Bold
    /Times-BoldItalic
    /Times-Italic
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-ItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPSMT
    /Times-Roman
    /TNC_F1-s-Bold
    /TNC_F2-s-Bold
    /TNCF4-s
    /TNCF-sBold
    /TraditionalArabic
    /TraditionalArabic-Bold
    /TrafficSBold
    /TrajanPro-Bold
    /TrajanPro-Regular
    /Trebuchet-BoldItalic
    /TrebuchetMS
    /TrebuchetMS-Bold
    /TrebuchetMS-Italic
    /Tunga
    /Tunga-Bold
    /TwCenMT-Bold
    /TwCenMT-BoldItalic
    /TwCenMT-Condensed
    /TwCenMT-CondensedBold
    /TwCenMT-CondensedExtraBold
    /TwCenMT-Italic
    /TwCenMT-Regular
    /TypoUprightBT-Regular
    /UncialAntiqua-Regular
    /Univers-Bold
    /Univers-BoldItalic
    /Univers-Condensed-Bold
    /Univers-Condensed-BoldItalic
    /Univers-Condensed-Medium
    /Univers-Condensed-MediumItalic
    /UniversityRomanAltsLetPlain
    /Univers-Medium
    /Univers-MediumItalic
    /Utsaah
    /Utsaah-Bold
    /Utsaah-BoldItalic
    /Utsaah-Italic
    /Vani
    /Vani-Bold
    /Verdana
    /Verdana-Bold
    /Verdana-BoldItalic
    /Verdana-Italic
    /Vijaya
    /Vijaya-Bold
    /VinerHandITC
    /Virgo01
    /Vivaldii
    /VladimirScript
    /Vrinda
    /Vrinda-Bold
    /Webdings
    /Wingdings2
    /Wingdings3
    /Wingdings-Regular
    /wm_Moala
    /wm_NaskhOsmanTaha
    /wm_Nastaliq
    /wm_PiramoozB1
    /wm_PiramoozTextB2
    /wm_Shekasteh
    /wm_Sols
    /wm_Tahriri
    /Yahoo
    /Yekan-Iran-System
    /ZapfChancery-MediumItalic
    /ZapfDingbats
    /ZapfHumanist601BT-Bold
    /ZapfHumanist601BT-BoldItalic
    /ZapfHumanist601BT-Demi
    /ZapfHumanist601BT-DemiItalic
    /ZapfHumanist601BT-Italic
    /ZapfHumanist601BT-Roman
    /ZapfHumanist601BT-Ultra
    /ZapfHumanist601BT-UltraItalic
    /ZARGHANMO'ALA
    /ZurichBT-ExtraCondensed
    /ZurichBT-Light
    /ZurichBT-LightCondensed
    /ZurichBT-LightCondensedItalic
    /ZurichBT-LightExtraCondensed
    /ZWAdobeF
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
    /AKBARBold
    /AKBARNormal
    /ASHNBold
    /Danube
    /DanubeBold
    /Glamourgirl
    /HAMIDBold
    /HAMIDNormal
    /HighlightLetPlain
    /IPTElham
    /IPTFarnaz
    /JohnHandyLetPlain
    /JokermanAltsLetPlain
    /LaBambaLetPlain
    /MANABU
    /MekanikLetPlain
    /Meshkaat
    /NANABold
    /NANANormal
    /NazaninBold
    /NazaninFarsi
    /NazaninFarsiItalic
    /NazaninNormal
    /OdessaLetPlain
    /OrangeLetPlain
    /PumpDemiBoldLetPlain
    /QuixleyLetPlain
    /RuachLetPlain
    /ScruffLetPlain
    /ShahramBold
    /ShahramNormal
    /TirantiSolidLetPlain
    /TNC_F1Bold
    /TNC_F2Bold
    /TNC_F2Normal
    /TNC_NFarsiBold
    /TNC_NFarsiNormal
    /TNCF3Bold
    /TNCF4Bold
    /TNCFBold
    /TNCZIBABold
    /TNCZIBANormal
    /TrafficBold
    /TrafficNormal
    /UniversityRomanLetPlain
    /VictorianLetPlain
    /WestwoodLetPlain
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 111
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50450
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 111
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50450
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 111
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50450
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [150 150]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


